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Planning Application No. A/SK-HC/354 

Response to Departmental Comments as at 8.8.2025 in respect of the 

Application for a Temporary Private Garden on Lot 429 S. B (Part) in DD 

244 and the adjoining Government land (House No. 450 Ho Chung New 

Village, Sai Kung, N.T.) on Review 

Comments from Chief Engineer/Construction, Water Supplies Department 

Thank you for WSD’s comment that ‘no control/mitigation measures to eliminate the risk 

of contaminated surface run-off  entering the WGG through the proposed garden were 

provided.’  

2. Please take note that we do proposed control/mitigation measures to eliminate possible 

contaminated surface run-off in the past submissions. Let us illustrate again below. 

A bed of cultivated field will be designed for use. Loose sand and mud for growing will 

be placed on top the closely knitted iron wire mesh to support the sand and mud above.  

 

Below the iron wire mesh net, a concrete tank will be constructed to hold any dripping 

material that runs down above.  Any material that goes down will be channelled  

to the sand trap and eventually to the septic tank designed for use for treating any waste 

water collected from growing Amaranth and Purslane. 

       

The Revised Risk Assessment Report (prepared by Mr. PAU Wah Lung, an architect and 

authorized person) and in particular Paragraph IX of the Appendix II together with the 

Attachments as attached to our submission to TPB and the Planning D on 01/03/2025 are 

submitted again for your reference.   

 

3. Besides the installments mentioned at Paragraph 2, we have consulted agronomist and 

searched relevant literature on the key control and mitigation measures to prevent 

contaminated surface runoff from entering the water gathering ground through the 

proposed garden. The steps we intend to implement as well are described below by power 

point: 

 

a). Source Reduction (Most Effective): 

*   Minimize Impervious Surfaces: Use permeable paving (gravel, permeable pavers), 

stepping stones, or mulch paths instead of concrete/asphalt. Maximize planted areas. 

*   Chemical-Free Gardening: 

    *   No Fertilizers or Compost tea will be used. 

    *   Pesticides/Herbicides: Implement strict Integrated Pest Management (IPM). Use 

only approved organic/non-chemical controls as a last resort and never before forecast 

rain. 



*   Plant Selection: Amaranth and Purslane are chosen as the two are well-adapted plants 

requiring minimal water. Avoid invasive species. Use dense groundcovers to protect soil. 

*   Waste Management: Securely store cultivation materials away from runoff paths and 

drains. Never dispose of garden waste (clippings, soil) near watercourses. 

 

b). Pathway Interruption & Runoff Management: 

*   Strategic Grading & Earthworks: 

    *   Contour Planting/Grading: Shape the garden to follow contours, slowing runoff and 

promoting infiltration. 

    *   Berms & Swales: Construct gentle berms and vegetated swales across slopes to 

intercept, slow, spread, and infiltrate runoff before it leaves the site. 

    *Buffer Zones: 

    *   Establish a mandatory, undisturbed vegetated buffer strip between the garden and 

the water gathering ground boundary. Plant with dense, deep-rooted native grasses, 

shrubs, and trees to filter sediments, nutrients, and pollutants physically and biologically. 

*   Diversion Structures: Install ditches, channels, or pipes up-slope of the garden to 

divert clean runoff from adjacent areas around the garden, reducing the total volume 

entering it. 

 

c). Containment & Treatment On-Site: 

*   Rain Gardens/Bioswales: Construct these landscaped depressions in strategic low 

points or along runoff pathways within the garden. They collect runoff, allow it to pond, 

infiltrate, and be filtered by plants and soil. Size them for the catchment area. 

*   Infiltration Trenches/Basins: Use gravel-filled trenches or shallow basins (where soil 

permeability allows) to capture and infiltrate runoff volume. 

*   Sediment Control: During construction/establishment, use silt fences, fiber rolls, and 

sediment traps to prevent soil erosion. Stabilize bare soil immediately with mulch or 

temporary cover. 

 

d). Operational & Maintenance Controls: 

*   Strict Chemical Management Plan: Document and enforce the zero chemical use 

policy. Train all gardening staff. 

*   Irrigation Management: Use drip irrigation or soaker hoses to minimize excess water 

and runoff. Avoid over-watering; use soil moisture sensors. Schedule irrigation to avoid 

generating runoff. 

*   Regular Maintenance: 

    *   Inspect and clean runoff management structures (swales, rain gardens, drains) 

regularly. 

    *   Maintain the health and density of filter strips. 

    *   Promptly fix erosion points. 

    *   Keep gutters and drains clear of debris. 

*   Spill Response Plan: Have kits and procedures ready to immediately contain and clean 

up any accidental spills (e.g., fuel and oils). 

*   Monitoring: Periodically test runoff quality (especially after heavy rain) and soil 

nutrients to verify effectiveness. 

 



e). Design & Planning Integration: 

*   Detailed Drainage Plan: Integrate all runoff controls into the garden's master plan 

from the outset. Calculate runoff volumes for design storms. 

*   Phasing: Minimize the area of disturbed soil at any one time during construction. 

*   Local Expertise: Consult hydrologists, soil scientists, or environmental engineers 

familiar with the nearby water gathering ground regulations and local conditions. 

*   Regulatory Compliance: Ensure all designs and practices exceed the minimum 

requirements of the WSD managing the water gathering ground. 

 

f). Key Principles to Remember: 

 

*   Multi-Barrier Approach: Use several layers of protection (source reduction + pathway 

interruption + treatment). 

*   Manage Water at the Source: Infiltrate or evaporate as much rainwater as possible 

where it falls. 

*   Slow It Down, Spread It Out, Soak It In: This is the mantra for reducing runoff 

volume, velocity, and pollutant transport. 

*   Protect the Buffer: The vegetated buffer zone is our last and most critical line of 

defense. Its integrity is paramount. 

*   Proactive Maintenance: All structures degrade without regular upkeep. Budget and 

plan for it. 

 

4. By adopting proposed installments described at Paragraph 2, and the measures to be 

followed as outlined at Paragraph 3 and focusing heavily on source reduction and natural 

infiltration/treatment, we are confident that the risk of contaminated runoff reaching the 

sensitive water gathering ground can be effectively eliminated or reduced to an extremely 

low level.   

                                                    ……….End………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 















































                                                                                                                                                     

Planning Application No. A/SK-HC/354 

Response to Departmental Comments as at 8.8.2025 in respect of the 

Application for a Temporary Private Garden on Lot 429 S. B (Part) in DD 

244 and the adjoining Government land (House No. 450 Ho Chung New 

Village, Sai Kung, N.T.) on Review 

Comments from Chief Heritage Executive (Antiquities and Monuments), 

Antiquities and Monuments Office (AMO), Development Bureau 

a. The Applicant expresses apology of her not knowing the existence of the Ho 

Chung SAI in 2015 and hence failed to consult AMO on the erection of a porch 

and a green house then. 

 

b. As to AMO’s comments and enquiry sent to us on 11 March 2025. Please note the 

following: 

1. We have submitted Photos before showing Application site, during and after 

the construction of the porch and greenhouse. 

2. We have explained before that the porch was constructed with wooden frame 

and fiberglass in between. It was intended for creeping plants to provide shade. 

3. As for the greenhouse, it was constructed with light material of transparent 

fiberglass for passage of sunlight. 

4. Both structures are erected on the cement surface which were built after 

Applicant bought the small house property on 16.01.2015. 

5. Please be informed that no digging of any kind was carried out for the erection 

of the porch and the greenhouse in January 2015. 

6.The Applicant hereby undertakes not to further disturb the SAI by construction 

and any other work without prior consultation, comment and approval from AMO 

and any other relevant authorities. 

                                                    ……….End………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


