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The information is provided for easy reference of the general public. Under no circumstances will the Town Planning Board accept any
liabilities for the use of the information nor any inaccuracies or discrepancies of the information provided. In case of doubt, reference

should always be made to the submission of the applicant.
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Note: The information in the Gist of Application above is provided by the applicant for easy reference of the general public. Under no
circumstances will the Town Planning Board accept any liabilities for the use of the information nor any inaccuracies or discrepancies of
the information provided. In case of doubt, reference should always be made to the submission of the applicant.
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Application Site
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EXTRACT PLAN PREPARED ON 21.3.2023
BASED ON OUTLINE ZONING PLAN

No. S/TP/30 APPROVED ON 14.6.2022
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EH 35455 Application No. : Y/TP/36
(GE—E# Further Information)

#55F Remarks
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The applicant provided further information including a table of responses to departmental and
public comments, a revised Traffic Impact Assessment, Planning Statement and Management Plan.
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The information is provided for easy reference of the general public. Under no circumstances will the Town Planning
Board accept any liabilities for the use of the information nor any inaccuracies or discrepancies of the information
provided. In case of doubt, reference should always be made to the submission of the applicant.



Section 12A Rezoning Application from “O” to “G/IC(3)” for the Existing Columbarium in Ever Rest Temple,
Lot Nos. 136 RP (Part) and 138 RP (Part) in D.D. 5 and Adjoining Government Land, No. 8 Mui Shue Hang, Tai Po

Executive Summary

The section 12A rezoning application is submitted by Toco Planning Consultants Ltd. on behalf
of Ever Rest Ltd., the operator of Ever Rest Temple, Tai Po. It is for the agreement of the Town
Planning Board to amend the zoning of the site, covering Lot No. 136 RP (Part) and 138 RP
(Part) in D.D. 5 and adjoining government land (the application site), on the approved Tai Po
Outline Zoning Plan (OZP) No. S/TP/30 from “Open Space” (“O”) to “Government, Institution or
Community (3)” (“G/IC(3)”). The proposed “G/IC(3)” zone is intended to reflect the existing
religious institution use of Ever Rest Temple and to permit the subsequent submission of a
section 16 (s.16) planning application for the continual operation of the existing columbarium
with 763 niches ancillary to Ever Rest Temple.

Ever Rest Temple is a well-known local monastery with crematorium and mortuary services (and
later became religious institution and columbarium only) established at the secluded part of Mui
Shue Hang in 1854. Until the 1980s, the operation of the monastery had been seriously affected
by the commencement of New Town Development Programme and the changing public trends
in funeral arrangement. At the same time, Venerable Yiu Wing Mui (the master of Ever Rest
Temple at that time) was accompanied by illness and she needed to regularly leave the
monastery for medical treatment. The monastery was going through a financial crisis and it had
gradually fallen into disrepair.

After a television documentary series on Ever Rest Temple was broadcasted in 1996, many
people had made offer to assist the restoration of the monastery. Subsequent to the several
years of detailed site investigations, Ever Rest Temple had urgently carried out a series of
detailed structural and engineering improvement works between 2007 and 2016 so as to comply
with the lot boundary, structural and fire safety and mechanical engineering requirements.

In response to the latest requirements of Private Columbaria Ordinance in 2017, the Applicant
had submitted the private columbarium licensing (PCL) application to the Private Columbaria
Licensing Board on 27.3.2018. The Applicant had fulfilled a series of requirements and obtained
the Approval-in-principle Temporary Suspension of Liability on 23.2.2023. This planning
application is submitted to comply with the town planning requirements of the PCL application.

Planning and technical assessments have shown that the application site is suitable for a
monastery with columbarium use as it is segregated from residential uses with an appropriate
distance and is visually obstructed by the existing boundary wall and mature trees. It is also
within a short walking distance to Tai Wo MTR Station and other major public transport facilities.
Apart from the provision of a new toilet, the present application will not propose any new
structure and all the existing facilities and landscape features within the application site would
remain unchanged. The applied use within the existing buildings at the site are low-rise in
nature and over the past few years the Applicant has spent utmost effort to significantly improve
the visual quality of the monastery so as to make it visually compatible with the surrounding
area. It will not result in any significant impacts on the land use, traffic, environmental, drainage,
sewerage, landscape, visual and geotechnical aspects of the locality. In view of its long history,
secluded location, small scale and new policy initiatives, the application will not set an
undesirable precedent for similar applications in the area.

Toco Planning Consultants Ltd. March 2023
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Section 12A Rezoning Application from “O” to “G/IC(3)” for the Existing Columbarium in Ever Rest Temple,
Lot Nos. 136 RP (Part) and 138 RP (Part) in D.D. 5 and Adjoining Government Land, No. 8 Mui Shue Hang, Tai Po
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PHoto 1: Entrance of the\site arnd

Photo 5: At the upper platform. o Photo 6: Management f'fice underneath the platform.

Site Photos (1): Existing Site Condition
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Plan F: Major Improvement from the Previous Case
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