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Similar Applications for Commercial Use 

within “Other Specified Uses” annotated “Pier” Zone (“OU(Pier)”) in the North Point Area 

 

Approved Applications 

 

Application 

No. 
Applied Use(s) Location 

Date of 

Consideration 

Approval 

Condition(s) 

A/H8/127 
Retail Shops and 

Service Trades 

Covered Passenger 

Walkway adjacent to 

the North Point (East) 

Ferry Pier 

6.3.1987 N/A 

A/H8/150 Office 
Upper Deck, North 

Point (East) Ferry Pier 
22.9.1989 N/A 

A/H8/151 Office 
Upper Deck, North 

Point (West) Ferry Pier 
22.9.1989 N/A 

A/H8/154 
Bank (Automatic 

Teller Machine) 

North Point (West) 

Ferry Pier 
24.11.1989 N/A 

A/H8/162 Office 
Upper Deck, North 

Point (East) Ferry Pier 

22.6.1990 

(approval for 2 

years) 

(1) and (2) 

A/H8/176 Office 
Upper Deck, North 

Point (West) Ferry Pier 

20.9.1991 

(approval for 3 

years) 

N/A 

A/H8/364 
Retail Use (for Selling 

Fresh Seafood) 

Part of the Lower Deck, 

North Point (West) 

Passenger Ferry Pier 

19.9.2003 N/A 

A/H8/381 

Shop and Services (for 

Retail Shop and Fast 

Food Shop only) 

Lower Deck, North 

Point (West) Ferry Pier 
27.4.2007 (3) 

A/H8/434 

Proposed Shop and 

Services (Property 

Agency) 

Lower Deck (Part), 

North Point (West) 

Passenger Ferry Pier, 

Hong Kong 

4.3.2022 (3) and (4) 

 

Approval Conditions 

 
(1) The south-eastern boundary of the proposed office area should be set back to allow more 

space for passengers to use the stairs. 
 

(2) At least two exits should be provided for the proposed office. 
 

(3) 
 

The provision of fire service installations and equipment to the satisfaction of the Director 
of Fire Services or of the Town Planning Board (the Board). 
 

(4) The submission and implementation of a sewerage connection proposal to the satisfaction 
of the Director of Drainage Services or of the Board. 
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Rejected Applications 

 

Application 

No. 
Applied Use(s) Location 

Date of 

Consideration 

Rejection 

Reason(s) 

A/H8/185 

Vehicular Ferry 

Terminal, Offices, 

Services Apartment 

and Retail Shops 

North Point Vehicular 

Ferry Pier and Concourse, 

Java Road (zoned 

“Government, Institution 

or Community” (“G/IC”) 

and “OU(Pier)”) 

18.9.1992 
(1), (3) to 

(6) 

A/H8/192 

Vehicular Ferry 

Terminal and 

Offices 

North Point Vehicular 

Ferry Pier and Concourse, 

Java Road (zoned “G/IC” 

and “OU(Pier)”) 

2.7.1993 
(2) to (3), 

(6) to (11) 

A/H8/380 Office 
Upper Deck, North Point 

(West) Ferry Pier 
27.4.2007 (12) 

 

Reasons for Rejection 

 
(1) There are no sufficient planning justifications to use a “G/IC” site for commercial uses as 

there is a shortfall of community and open space facilities in North Point. 
  
(2) There were no sufficient planning justifications to use a “G/IC” site for office 

development as there was a shortfall of open space facilities in North Point. 
  
(3) There are inherent design incompatibility to accommodate dangerous goods vehicle ferry 

pier and queuing area in office/commercial and residential development. 
 

(4) The proposed development will have adverse traffic impact on the area. 
 

(5) The provision of car parking spaces is excessive whilst that of loading/unloading facilities 
is inadequate. 
 

(6) Approval of the application will set an undesirable precedent for similar applications for 
intensive commercial developments in other ferry piers/concourses. 
 

(7) The location and design of the proposed open space are not satisfactory. 
 

(8) The development intensity of the proposed development is excessive. 
 

(9) The Quantitative Risk Assessment does not meet the Government Individual Risk 
Guidelines and the proposed risk mitigation measures are not sufficient. 
 

(10) The provision of loading/unloading and lay-by facilities for the excursion ferry services is 
inadequate and the arrangement of the vehicular ingress/egress to the proposed 
development is not satisfactory. 
 

(11) The proposed development will have adverse traffic impact on the nearby road system 
and the traffic impact assessment is not satisfactory. 
 

(12) The application premises should be used for pier-related uses in the long-term or put to 
other beneficial uses which can better facilitate public enjoyment of the waterfront.  The 
applicant has not provided sufficient information to justify the need for the proposed 
office use within the application premises. 
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Recommended Advisory Clauses 

 

(a) to note the comments of the Harbour Office, Development Bureau that in view that 

the East Coast Boardwalk has been gradually opened for public enjoyment since 

early 2025, the applicant is advised to explore how the proposed development could 

better blend with the overall planning of the North Point harbourfront development 

to enhance its attractiveness and diversity; 

 

(b) to note the comments of the Government Property Administrator that application for 

commercial concession shall be submitted for Government Property Agency’s 

consideration under the mechanism in the existing tenancy to implement the 

proposal.  Such application, if received, would be circulated to relevant government 

bureau/departments (B/Ds) (including Fire Services Department) for consideration 

and upon receipt of no adverse comments from all relevant B/Ds, approval may be 

given subject to terms and conditions based on the comments received; 

 

(c) to note the comments of the Director of Environmental Protection that since there are 

two air pollution sources, i.e. ship emissions from ferry piers and vehicle emissions 

from Island Eastern Corridor, in the vicinity of the Premises, the applicant is advised 

to install air conditioning system with fresh air intakes at the northern end of the pier 

as far as practicable to minimise the potential air nuisances from the said pollution 

sources; and 

 

(d) to note the comments of the Director of Fire Services that detailed fire safety 

requirements will be formulated upon receipt of a formal submission of short-term 

tenancy/short-term waiver, general building plans or referral of application via 

relevant licensing authority. 
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