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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

The subject planning application is submitted to the Town Planning Board (the Board) in 

support of proposed temporary uses for ‘Holiday Camp (Private Tent Camping Ground)’ 

and ‘Place of Recreation, Sports or Culture’ for a period of three years at various lots in 

D.D. 203, Sham Chung, Tai Po, New Territories (hereafter referred to as the “Application 

Site”) under Section 16 (S16) of the Town Planning Ordinance (the Ordinance) (CAP. 131). 

The Application Site falls within an area zoned “Agriculture” (“AGR”) and “Village Type 

Development” (“V”) under the Approved Sham Chung Outline Zoning Plan (OZP) No. 

S/NE-SC/3. 

 

The Applicant intends to establish temporary uses for private tent camping, barbecue, 

organic farming and other recreational activities within the Application Site, which has a 

total area of about 6,795m². The Application Site comprises a lawn area with an extent of 

about 6,490m2 (i.e. about 95.5% of the site area) within “AGR” zone where there will be 12 

nos. of camping tents atop raised wood deck and open areas for open space, picnic area, 

children play area, hobby farm (organic farming), passive recreational activities, and 

movable small-scale pavilion and art installations; as well as a barbecue area with an 

extent of about 305m2 (i.e. about 4.5% of the site area) for barbecue pits within “V” zone. 

 

The subject planning application is supported by the following justifications and planning 

merits: 

 

 the proposed temporary uses are in line with the Government’s vision to promote 

the concept of “Tourism is Everywhere”; 

 the proposed temporary uses are in line with the long-term planning intention of 

the subject “AGR” and “V” zones; 

 the proposed temporary uses are small scale in nature and are compatible with 

the surroundings in terms of uses and scale; and 

 the proposed temporary uses will not induce potential impacts to the surrounding 

rural and natural environment. 

 

In light of the supporting justifications presented in this Planning Statement, the Board is 

cordially invited to consider the subject planning application favorably. 
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行 政 摘 要  

 

(聲 明：此 中 文 譯 本 僅 供 參 考，如 中 文 譯 本 和 英 文 原 文 有 歧 異 時，應 以 英

文 原 文 為 準 。 )  

 

申 請 人 現 根 據 城 市 規 劃 條 例 第 1 6 條，向 城 市 規 劃 委 員 會 (下 稱 城 規 會 )遞

交 規 劃 申 請 ， 於 新 界 大 埔 深 涌 丈 量 約 份 第  2 0 3  約 多 個 地 段  (下 稱 申 請

地 點 )，擬 議 三 年 臨 時「 度 假 營（ 私 人 帳 幕 營 地 ）」及「 康 體 文 娛 場 所 」。

申 請 地 點 位 於 深 涌 分 區 計 畫 大 綱 核 准 圖 (下 稱 大 綱 圖 )編 號 S /N E - SC /3 劃

作 「 農 業 」 及 「 鄉 村 式 發 展 」 地 帶 。  

 

申 請 人 擬 議 在 總 面 積 約 6 , 7 9 5 平 方 米 的 申 請 地 點 內 作 臨 時 用 途 ， 包 括 帳

幕 型 式 的 私 人 營 地 、 燒 烤 、 有 機 耕 作 及 其 他 休 憩 活 動 。 申 請 地 點 包 括 於

「 農 業 」地 帶 內 佔 地 約 6 , 4 9 0 平 方 米（ 佔 申 請 地 點 約 9 5 . 5  %）的 草 地，

可 放 置 1 2 片 臨 時 木 板 以 供 帳 幕 型 式 的 私 人 營 地 使 用 ， 以 及 用 作 休 憩 用

地、野 餐 區、兒 童 遊 樂 區、休 閒 農 場（ 有 機 耕 作 ）、靜 態 休 閒 活 動、可 移

動 式 的 小 型 涼 亭 及 藝 術 裝 置 ;  以 及 於 「 鄉 村 式 發 展 」 地 帶 內 佔 地 約 3 0 5

平 方 米 （ 佔 申 請 地 點 的 4 . 5 %） 的 燒 烤 地 點 ， 放 置 燒 烤 爐 。  

 

以 下 為 支 持 是 次 規 劃 申 請 的 主 要 理 據 :  

 

• 擬 議 臨 時 用 途 符 合 政 府 「 無 處 不 旅 遊 」 的 施 政 理 念 ；  

 

• 擬 議 臨 時 用 途 合 乎 相 關「 農 業 」及「 鄉 村 式 發 展 」地 帶 的 長 遠 規 劃

意 向 ；  

 

• 擬 議 臨 時 用 途 在 土 地 用 途 及 規 模 上 均 與 週 邊 環 境 協 調 ； 及  

 

• 擬 議 臨 時 用 途 並 不 會 對 週 邊 鄉 郊 及 自 然 環 境 造 成 潛 在 影 響 。  

 

基 於 以 上 理 據 ， 現 懇 請 城 規 會 接 納 是 次 規 劃 申 請 。  
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1 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Purpose of Submission 

 

1.1.1 The subject planning application is submitted to the Town Planning Board (the 

Board) in support of proposed temporary uses for ‘Holiday Camp (Private Tent 

Camping Ground)’ and ‘Place of Recreation, Sports or Culture’ for a period of three 

years at various lots in D.D. 203, Sham Chung, Tai Po, New Territories (hereafter 

referred to as the “Application Site”) under Section 16 (S16) of the Town Planning 

Ordinance (the Ordinance) (CAP. 131) (Figure 1.1 refers). 

 

1.1.2 The Application Site has a total area of about 6,795m² and comprises a lawn area 

with an extent of about 6,490m2 (i.e. about 95.5% of the site area) within “AGR” 

zone where there will be 12 nos. of camping tents atop raised wood deck and open 

areas for open space, picnic area, children play area, hobby farm (organic farming), 

passive recreational activities, and small-scale pavilion and art installations; as well 

as a barbecue area with an extent of about 305m2 (i.e. about 4.5% of the site area) 

for barbecue pits. 
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2 SITE AND PLANNING CONTEXTS 

 

2.1 Site Context  

 

2.1.1 The Application Site is located at Sham Chung, which is a recognised Hakka village 

that presents a unique set of Hakka culture and traditions. Besides, Sham Chung 

also carries unique historical, national and ethnic value by being one of the critical 

intelligence and logistics centres for the Communist Party of China against the 

Japanese aggression in the War of Resistance in Hong Kong. It has emerged as a 

new spot of the Red Tourism with a memorial plaque set up within the Sham Chung 

Village early this year to celebrate the 80th anniversary of victory in the Chinese 

People’s War of Resistance against Japanses Aggression & the World Anti-Fascist 

War (Photos Plate 2.1).  

 

  

(Source: Hong Kong Ta Kung Wen Wei Media Group) 

Photos Plate 2.1 – Opening Ceremony of Memorial Plaque in Sham Chung 

Village on 20 May 2025 
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2.1.2 The Sham Chung Pier (Photos Plate 2.2) is the major access point to Sham Chung, 

through which the existing Ma Liu Shui – Tap Mun ferry route connects Sham 

Chung with areas such as Ma Liu Shui, Lai Chi Chong and Wong Shek Piers. A 

new ferry route has also been commissioned recently in 2025 to connect Sham 

Chung with Tseng Tau in the Sai Sha area. In addition, Sham Chung could also be 

accessed by various hiking trails from Yung Shue O and She Shek Au. The 

abovementioned ferry piers and hiking trails are all connected to the Application 

Site via various existing footpaths. 

 

 

Photos Plate 2.2 – Sham Chung Pier 
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2.1.3 In fact, Sham Chung has long been popular among hikers and nature lovers due 

to its unique cultural, natural and historical resources. As it is at an accessible 

location by various hiking trails, it has been observed that camping activities have 

already been taken place among hikers and campers (Photos Plate 2.3), 

especially in recent years when outdoor natural activities are popular in Hong Kong. 

It would be a good opportunity to regularise such sporadic camping activities by a 

well-managed holiday camp (in the form of a private tent camping ground). 

 

 

Photos Plate 2.3 – Previous Camping Activities in Sham Chung  

 

 

2.2 Existing Planning and Policy Context 

 

2.2.1 The Application Site falls within an area zoned “Agriculture” (“AGR”) and “Village 

Type Development” (“V”) under the Approved Sham Chung Outline Zoning Plan 

(OZP) No. S/NE-SC/3. According to paragraph 11 (b) of the covering notes of the 

subject OZP, “Temporary use or development of any land or building not exceeding 

a period of three years requires permission from the Town Planning Board. 

Notwithstanding that the use or development is not provided for in terms of the 

Plan, the Town Planning Board may grant permission, with or without conditions, 

for a maximum period of three years”. In light of the above, the proposed temporary 

uses under the subject planning application require planning permission from the 

Board. 
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2.2.2 The proposed temporary uses under the subject planning application are a 

response from the Applicant to echo with the latest Policy Address 2025 (PA 2025), 

under which the Government aims to promote the integrated development of 

culture, sports and tourism. The concept of “Tourism is Everywhere” has been 

emphasised with an aim to enhance the development of tourism products and 

initiatives with local and international characteristics. The Government also aims to 

develop the concept of “Ecology + Tourism” to connect rural attractions such as 

traditional villages and fields to enrich visitor’s experience of rural eco-tours. The 

“Four Peaks” tourism project will also be launched to promote natural landscape 

in Hong Kong, and the Government will construct new facilities such as novel 

campsites. Besides, “Red Tourism” route will also be established to promote local 

thematic immersive tours in various areas of Hong Kong with national and patriotic 

elements. The proposed temporary uses at Sham Chung fit well with the concept 

of “Tourism is Everywhere”. 

 

2.3 Land Ownership 

 

2.3.1 The Application Site covers a total land area of about 6,795m² and consists of 

various private lots in D.D.203. To satisfy the ‘Owner’s Consent/ Notification’ 

requirements as stipulated under Town Planning Board Guidelines No. 31B, the 

Applicant has obtained consent from the concerned ‘current land owners’ to utilise 

the land for the proposed temporary uses under the subject planning application. 

The Application Site is fully owned by the ‘current land owners’ and no third party 

lots would be involved. 
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3 PROPOSED TEMPORARY USES 

 

The Proposal 

 

3.1.1 The Applicant intends to establish temporary uses for tent camping, barbecue, 

organic farming and other recreational activities within the Application Site, which 

has a total area of about 6,795m². The Application Site comprises a lawn area with 

an extent of about 6,490m2 (i.e. about 95.5% of the site area) within “AGR” zone 

where there will be 12 nos. of camping tents atop raised wood deck and open areas 

for open space, picnic area, children play area, hobby farm (organic farming), 

recreational activities, and small-scale pavilion and art installations; as well as a 

barbecue area with an extent of about 305m2 (i.e. about 4.5% of the site area) for 

barbecue pits. 

 

3.1.2 Within the lawn area, there will be 12 nos. of temporary wood deck for tent camping 

purpose. Each temporary wood deck will have a dimension of about 4m x 5.8m for 

placing a tent on top. Each tent is expected to accommodate a maximum of 4 

persons. There will also be a temporary pavilion with a dimension of about 11m x 

11m including cover (i.e. a covered area of about 121m2) and a building height of 

about 6m and some minor associated structures, constituting a total GFA of about 

121m2. The open area of the lawn area will allow for various uses such as open 

space, picnic area, children play area, organic farming of vegetables for local / 

visitors’ self-consumption (with no pesticide applied), recreational activities and 

small-scale art installations.  

 

3.1.3 Within the barbecue area, there will be approximately 6 nos. of barbecue pits 

located on an uncovered area. As the location is close to the existing village houses 

and the Applicant lives in one of these village houses, it ensures convenient daily 

operation. The barbecue area can be easily accessed from the camping area 

through an existing footbridge and footpath. Essential barbecue tools will be 

provided by the Applicant.  

 

3.1.4 The indicative plan of the proposed temporary uses is shown in Figure 3.1. The 

parameters of the proposed temporary uses are summarized in Table 3.1. 

 

 

 



Indicative Plan for Proposed Temporary Uses

Title

Scale Figure

Drawn by Checked by
Rev. Date

KL GY

5 5 Dec 2025

0 25 50 75 100

Pond

FB

Pond

Pond

FB

FB

FB

FP

FPFB

FB

Legend
Application Site (excluding the areas coloured in grey)

FP
FB

Footpath
Footbridge

Indicative Location of Temporary Wood deck (12nos.; 4m x 5.8m each ) for Tent Camping

FP

3.1

Lots excluded from Application Site

Indicative Location of Temporary Pavilion (1 no.; 11m x 11m including cover; 121m2 GFA)

FP

Existing  
Village 
House

Existing  
Village 
House 

(Owned by 
Applicant)

Existing  
Village 
House

Proposed Temporary Uses:  
 
- Holiday Camp (Private Tent Camping Ground with 12 
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Proposed Temporary Uses:  
 
- Place of Recreation, Sports or Culture 
(Barbecue Area with approx. 6 nos. of 
BBQ pits)



Section 16 Planning Application for Proposed Temporary Holiday Camp (Private Tent Camping Ground) and Place of 

Recreation, Sports or Culture in “Agriculture” and “Village Type Development” Zones for a Period of Three Years at Various 
Lots in D.D. 203, Sham Chung, Tai Po, New Territories 

 
  7 December 2025 

 

Table 3.1 Parameters of the Proposed Temporary uses  

Proposed Parameters 

Application Site Area  about 6,795m2 

Dimension of Temporary Wood Deck for Tent 
Camping Purpose  

about 4m x 5.8m each 
(12 nos. in total) 

Dimension of Temporary Pavilion Including Cover about 11m x 11m 

Maximum Building Height (height of pavilion) Not more than 6m 

Non-domestic GFA (GFA of pavilion) about 121m2  

 

The Operation 

 

3.1.5 The Applicant is the Indigenous Inhabitant Representative of Sham Chung and 

lives in one of the existing village houses close to the Application Site. The 

Applicant himself will be the operator and will have support workers to assist his 

workload of daily operation. As the Applicant lives close by, he could ensure close 

monitoring and good management of the daily operation of the proposed temporary 

uses. The Applicant will allow the visitors to use the existing toilets (3 nos. available) 

in the existing village houses and fresh water supply is also available from the 

existing well in the village.  

 

3.1.6 In order to prevent excessive number of visitors, prior appointment through booking 

system is required for the general public to enjoy the proposed temporary uses. 

The maximum no. of visitors will be not more than 50 people per night.  

 

3.1.7 Except for the tent camping (which will be for overnight use), the other proposed 

temporary uses will be operated from 8:00 am to 10:00 pm daily. 
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Landscape 

 

3.1.8 The Application Site is largely vacant without any existing trees identified. No felling 

of trees or compensatory planting and no land filling or excavation would be 

required for the proposed temporary uses. Besides, as the proposed temporary 

uses within the site are small-scale and movable in nature, no potential landscape 

impact is anticipated due to the project. 

 

Traffic 

 

3.1.9 The Application Site can be accessed by the visitors via the Sham Chung Pier or 

through various hiking trails. The necessary goods for the daily operation of the 

proposed temporary uses will be delivered through ferry to the Sham Chung Pier 

and transported to the existing village houses by small handheld trolleys through 

the existing footpaths. Since the proposed temporary uses are small scale in nature, 

and given that the maximum no. of visitors will not exceed 50 per night and they 

will visit the site on foot, no potential traffic impact is anticipated.  

 

Environment 

 

3.1.10 The Application Site does not encroach upon any area zoned “Conservation Area” 

under the subject OZP. There are also no polluting uses such as industrial activities, 

roads and railway found in the vicinity. The recommended buffer distances as 

stipulated in HKPSG are fulfilled. 

 

3.1.11 The proposed BBQ pits are located at well-ventilated area and serve limited visitors 

only to avoid overcrowding. Potential odour impact due to the proposed barbecue 

area is therefore limited. 

 

3.1.12 The visitors of the Application Site will only conduct passive recreational activities 

such as stargazing, picnic, photo-shooting, etc. Potential noise impact during the 

operation phase is therefore minimal. 
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3.1.13 The Application Site will not involve any construction works such as dredging, 

excavation, site formation, etc. Potential land contamination and water quality 

impact during the construction phase is therefore not expected. During the 

operation phase, the visitors of the Application Site will only conduct passive 

recreational activities, potential water quality impact is also not expected. 

 

3.1.14 General refuse and food waste are the major waste sources from the proposed 

temporary uses. To align with the “Take Your Litter Home” public education 

programme promoted by the Government, the visitors will be requested by the 

operator / Applicant to take their litter away. Therefore, no potential waste 

management impact is anticipated. 

 

Sewerage 

 

3.1.15 The proposed temporary holiday camp includes 12 nos. of wood deck for tent 

camping and would accommodate a maximum of 50 visitors per night. According 

to definition by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, camp sites 

with less than 20 tent spaces are considered as “small-sized camp”. Therefore, the 

proposed temporary holiday camp is considered as a “small-sized camp”. Since 3 

nos. of flushing toilets in the existing village house will be opened for the use by 

the visitors, the proposed temporary holiday camp site would have sufficient toilet 

provision for the visitors. 

 

3.1.16 In terms of sewage generation, there is no communal sewer serving the Application 

Site, and there is no planned sewerage infrastructure in the vicinity for discharge 

connection. The existing village houses rely on septic tank and soak-away system 

for sewage disposal. Since there will be no new sewerage facility to be constructed, 

the capacity of the existing sewage system has been reviewed. According to 

information provided by the Village Representative (the Applicant), the existing 

septic tank was recently constructed in 2023, with dimension 5,000mm long by 

1,500mm wide, and depth of 1,500mm, therefore its volume is approximately 9 

cubic meters, which is sufficient to cater for the maximum anticipated sewage 

generation of the proposed temporary uses (i.e. maximum 50 visitors per night).  
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3.1.17 As such, no additional sewerage infrastructure would be required for the operation 

of the proposed temporary uses, concluding that there is no potential sewerage 

impact due to the proposed temporary uses. 

 

Water Supply 

 

3.1.18 There is no public watermain serving the Application Site. The existing village 

houses rely on water extraction from water well with long history. Similarly, with the 

absence of public flushing water supply, the water demand is considered similar to 

total sewage generation.  

 

3.1.19 According to information form the Village Representative, the village once had 

about 60 households, with residential population up to about 180 people. With most 

of the village houses are now vacant, the original water demand of the relocated 

villagers could offset for the water demand of the proposed temporary uses. As a 

result, the proposed temporary uses can be supported by the existing water supply 

of the village without the need of public watermain connection. To conclude, there 

is no potential water supply impact due to the proposed temporary uses. 

 

Geotechnical 

 

3.1.20 With reference to GEO Report No. 138, Guidelines for Natural Terrain Hazard 

Studies, the proposed temporary wood decks for tent camping are situated at a 

safe distance from the natural terrain with more than 50m away from the nearest 

slope toe. A review of the slope profile indicates that only Open Hillslope Landslides 

may occur at this location. This hazard type involves landslides confined to a planar 

hillslope and not channelized along stream courses. The potential landslide-

affected area corresponds to natural terrain angular elevation of natural terrain 20° 

zone. Furthermore, the presence of an existing pond feature provides an additional 

physical separation between the tent camping and the slope, further reducing the 

risk of landslide impact during periods of heavy rainfall. As a conclusion, the 

proposed temporary wood decks for tent camping do not fall within the alert criteria 

for natural terrain hazards. 

 



Section 16 Planning Application for Proposed Temporary Holiday Camp (Private Tent Camping Ground) and Place of 

Recreation, Sports or Culture in “Agriculture” and “Village Type Development” Zones for a Period of Three Years at Various 
Lots in D.D. 203, Sham Chung, Tai Po, New Territories 

 
  11 December 2025 

4 JUSTIFICATIONS FOR THE PROPOSED TEMPORARY USES 

 

4.1 In Line with the Government’s Vision to Promote the Concept of “Tourism is 

Everywhere” 

 

4.1.1 The proposed temporary uses with camping and various recreational activities, 

under proper management, could allow visitors to appreciate the natural beauty of 

Sham Chung. The diverse recreational activities will be able to attract overseas 

tourists and local visitors of diverse ages and backgrounds. When accompanied 

with the unique Hakka culture and natural scenery in Sham Chung, the proposed 

temporary uses will be able to enhance connection with the traditional village and 

fields in the area, thereby enriching the visitor’s experience of rural eco-tours. 

Besides, the proposed temporary uses will also provide opportunities to establish 

local thematic immersive tours in Sham Chung to present its unique historical, 

national and ethnic value during the Second Sino-Japanese War, thereby 

promoting the concept of “Red Tourism”. In particular, as the Applicant himself is 

the Indigenous Inhabitant Representative of Sham Chung, he could introduce the 

history and story unique to Sham Chung to the visitors directly. To conclude, the 

proposed temporary uses are in line with the Government’s Vision to promote the 

concept of “Tourism is Everywhere” as stipulated in the latest Policy Address 

2025.  

 

4.2 The Proposed Temporary Uses are in line with the Long-term Planning 

Intention of the Subject “Agriculture” and “Village Type Development” Zone 

 

4.2.1 The Application Site falls within an area zoned “AGR” and “V” under the Approved 

Sham Chung OZP No. S/NE-SC/3. The proposed temporary uses which are small 

scale in nature will only be operated on a temporary basis for three years and the 

Application Site will be reinstated to the satisfaction of relevant Government 

departments or of the Board after the planning permission. The approval of the 

subject planning application will therefore be in line with the long-term planning 

intention of the subject “AGR” and “V” zones. 
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4.3 Compatible with Surroundings in terms of Uses and Scale 

 

4.3.1 The proposed temporary uses are compatible with the rural and natural character 

of Sham Chung. The proposed 12 wood decks for tent camping purpose as well as 

other recreational activities and art installations are all small-scale and temporary 

structure which can be assembled and removed in a short period of time.  

 

4.3.2 Besides, the proposed temporary pavilion will only have a building height of about 

6m, which is much lower than the 3-storey village houses in the vicinity. The 

proposed temporary uses are therefore also compatible with the low-density and 

low-rise rural setting of the nearby village houses. 

 

4.4 Will Have No Potential Impact to the Surrounding Rural and Natural 

Environment  

 

4.4.1 In terms of spatial planning, the proposed temporary uses are planned carefully so 

that it (i) is situated on an existing lawn area only or on the paved area outside 

existing village houses; (ii) ensures adequate buffer distance with the nearby 

slopes; (iii) does not encroach into any water body; and (iv) does not involve any 

land filling or excavation. The proposed temporary uses will also be operated with 

sensible operation hours, visitor appointment measures as well as existing 

sewerage and water supply, while the organic hobby farm will be carefully 

monitored with strict prohibition on the usage of pesticides. Visitors are also 

encouraged to bring their litter home. With the above management measures, it is 

anticipated that the proposed temporary uses will not induce any impacts to the 

surrounding rural and natural environment.  

 

4.4.2 In fact, Sham Chung has long been popular among hikers and nature lovers due 

to its unique cultural, natural and historical resources. It has been observed that 

sporadic camping activities have already been taken place among hikers and 

campers. It would be a good opportunity to regularise such sporadic camping 

activities by a well-managed holiday camp (in the form of a private tent camping 

ground). 
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5 CONCLUSION 

 

5.1 This subject planning application is submitted to the Board in support of a 

temporary ‘Holiday Camp (Private Tent Camping Ground)’ and ‘Place of 

Recreation, Sports or Culture’ for a period of three years at various lots in D.D. 203, 

Sham Chung, Tai Po, New Territories. 

 

5.2 The subject application is supported by the following justifications and planning 

merits: 

 

 the proposed temporary uses are in line with the Government’s vision to 

promote the concept of “Tourism is Everywhere”; 

 

 the proposed temporary uses are in line with the long-term planning intention 

of the subject “AGR” and “V” zones; 

 

 the proposed temporary uses are small scale in nature and are compatible with 

surroundings in terms of uses and scale; and 

 

 the proposed temporary uses will not induce potential impact to the 

surrounding rural and natural environment. 

 

5.3 In light of the supporting justifications presented in this Planning Statement, the 

Board is cordially invited to consider this Planning Application favorably. 
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Departmental Comments Responses to Comments 

1. Comments of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation 
Department 
 

 

1.1 Although the proposed development will not have direct 
interface with nearby country park, ecologically important 
stream and other ecologically sensitive area, the applicant 
shall clarify the transportation arrangement, in particular, the 
details of delivery of materials, machineries, equipment and 
workers to the Application Site during construction stage; and 
transportation for staff and visitors during the operation stage 
for our further consideration on the impact to these areas.  If 
any vehicles are needed to be brought into country parks and 
special areas, the applicant must apply for vehicle permits 
from AFCD. 

During construction stage, as the proposed temporary uses are only small-scale 
in nature and consist of mainly simple structures for easy erection, no 
machineries will be involved. The construction materials will be delivered to Sham 
Chung by ferry, the Applicant and his staff will then transport the materials to the 
Application Site by trolleys.   
 
During operation stage, similar to the existing arrangement under which the 
public can access Sham Chung by ferry. The staff and visitors of the proposed 
temporary holiday camp will come by ferry and then walk to the Application Site, 
where there are already existing footpaths in between. Since there will not be any 
visitor traffic by vehicles, no potential traffic impact is anticipated. 
 

1.2 In addition, it is uncertain at this stage if road widening within 
SKWCP is required. The expected visitor traffic as well as the 
carrying capacity of Sham Chung should also be assessed to 
avoid any potential indirect disturbance impact to the 
surrounding SKWCP. The applicant may also wish to clarify if 
any infrastructures e.g. utilities, toilets, sewerage etc. would 
be built that may result in water / waste pollution to the 
surrounding environment. 
 

The proposed temporary uses are very close to the existing village houses of 
Sham Chung, while the Applicant himself is the Indigenous Inhabitant 
Representative of Sham Chung and lives in one of the existing village houses.  
The Applicant will allow the visitors to use the existing toilets in the existing village 
houses, fresh water supply is also available from the existing well in the village.  
The existing village houses also have existing septic tank and soak-away system 
for sewage disposal, with capacity sufficient to cater for the maximum anticipated 
sewage generation from the visitors. Hence, no new infrastructures would be built 
and therefore no water / waste pollution to the surrounding environment is 
anticipated. 
 

1.3 Besides, please also supplements the details on the 
agricultural activities (e.g. types of crops to be grown, market 
channel for the crop produce, etc.) to be conducted at the 
subject site zoned “AGR”, and justify the need for providing 
other non-agricultural developments on the subject site. 
 
 
 
 
 

The proposed temporary organic hobby farm will be a small-scale leisure farming 
area only to demonstrate organic farming practices to visitors. The types of crops 
to be grown will therefore mainly be typical ones found in other organic hobby 
farm (e.g. edible seasonal fruits / vegetables). The use of pesticides will be strictly 
prohibited. The crops grown will be for local / visitors’ self-consumption. There is 
no intention to put the crops produce for sale in the market. As the Applicant is 
not a farmer, and has no intention to make use of the Application Site as farmland, 
he therefore seeks permission from the TPB to allow the proposed temporary 
uses which could make better use of the idle land. 
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Departmental Comments Responses to Comments 

2. Comments of Lands Department 
 

 

2.1 The Application Site (“the Site”) comprises 42 Old Schedule 
Agricultural Lots all in D.D. 203 held under the Block 
Government Lease which contains the restriction that no 
structures are allowed to be erected without the prior approval 
of the Government. In this regard, would the applicant clarify 
the nature of the proposed wood deck and pavilion, i.e. 
whether they are makeshift/ moveable or involving the 
erection of structures? 
 

All proposed wood decks within the Application Site would be makeshift and 
moveable in nature while the proposed pavilion within the Application Site will be 
temporary in nature. Also, the Applicant will obtain necessary approvals from the 
Lands Department if there is any erection of structures involved. 

3. Comments of District Planning Office/Sha Tin, Tai Po and 
North of Planning Department 
 

 

3.1 Please clarify if there would be any flooding risk at the 
Application Site and advise if there are any measures to 
ensure the safety of the visitors. 
 
 

Sham Chung is not on the List of Flooding Blackspots as monitored by the 
Drainage Services Department.  There are existing ponds and grasslands in 
Sham Chung. These ponds and grasslands could collect rainfall and absorb 
excess water. During extreme weather and rainstorms, the Applicant could 
cancel / re-schedule the booking of visitors. In any case, the visitors can also 
enter the 3-storey village house owned by the applicant as a temporary shelter. 
 

3.2 Please advise if there are any measures to prevent the 
visitors from falling into the ponds near the Application Site 
 

Once the visitors arrived at the Application Site, the staff will brief the visitors 
regarding the appropriate locations for camping and recreational activities, and 
will also point out the locations of existing ponds to alert the visitors. There will 
be signages (e.g. warning boards) to confine the areas for camping and 
recreational activities at the boundaries of the Application Site and at the edges 
of existing ponds. Temporary barriers (e.g. ropes) will also be erected along site 
boundary and edges of existing ponds where appropriate. The staff will also 
patrol around from time to time to monitor no visitors falling into the ponds. During 
the briefing session, the staff will also remind the visitors that minors should be 
properly supervised by their parents or guardians. 
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Departmental Comments Responses to Comments 

3.3 Please advise if there are any measures to ensure that the 
visitors will bring their litter away.  
 

Once the visitors arrived at the Application Site, the staff will brief the visitors 
regarding the rules to be observed during their stay at the Application Site.  The 
staff will remind the visitors to bring their litter home.  After the end of each stay, 
the staff will also patrol around the site and clear any items being left-over. 
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Departmental Comments Responses to Comments 

1. Comments of District Planning Office/Sha Tin, Tai Po and 
North of Planning Department 
 

 

1.1 Please clarify if all of the proposed uses will be ended after 
10pm daily. 

As indicated in the Planning Statement submitted on 1.12.2025, except for tent 
camping, all other proposed temporary uses such as BBQ will be ended after 
10pm daily. 
 

1.2 Please clarify the no. of staff for the proposed temporary 
uses. How and where could the visitors seek for assistance 
from staff? 

Tentatively, there will be about 5 no. of staff to serve the visitors. Temporary staff 
will be deployed during peak seasons if necessary. Should visitors require 
assistance from the staff, they could come to the existing village house where the 
Applicant resides or call / whatsapp the staff (a contact number will be provided 
to the visitors during the briefing session when they arrived). 
 

1.3 Are visitors allowed to bring their own tents to the Application 
Site for camping, or the Applicant would provide tents for 
visitors? 

Please note that while visitors are welcomed to bring their own tents for camping, 
tents are only allowed to be erected on the 12 nos. of proposed wood decks within 
the Application Site. Alternatively, visitors could borrow tents from the Applicant 
via the online booking platform when making reservation for their visit. For the 
tents provided by the Applicant, they could be easily dismantled and stored within 
the existing village house owned and managed by the Applicant when not in use.  
 

1.4 Noted that visitors will be required to take away their litter after 
their visit. Please advise if there are any measures to ensure 
that all of the litter will be properly collected.  

Regarding garbage disposal, as indicated in the previous Further Information, the 
staff will brief visitors on the rules to be observed during their stay, including 
reminding the visitors to bring their litter home. However, sufficient litter boxes 
and garbage bags will be provided on-site to safeguard the overall hygiene. After 
the visitors have left the Application Site, staff will patrol around to see if there 
are any litter left in the Application Site. In case litter is found, staff will be 
responsible for collecting the litter and bring them to the refuse collection point 
near Sham Chung Public Pier. If required, on top of the routine refuse collection, 
the Applicant will engage refuse collection company to handle the waste collected 
within the Application Site.  
 

1.5 How will the visitors be introduced of the house rules and 
functional zones of the Application Site? 

During the briefing session at the beginning of visitors’ stay, a leaflet with house 
rules listed and a site plan with the Application Site boundary and various 
functional zones demarcated will be distributed to the visitors for their information 
and observation. 
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Public Comments Responses to Public Comments 

1.  Apart from tent camping ground, other activities such as 
picnic area, BBQ, children play area and hobby farm are also 
proposed. Please clarify the maximum no. of visitors for all 
the proposed temporary uses. 
 

Please be clarified that the total capacity for the Application Site is not more than 
50 people, inclusive of all of the proposed temporary uses. As indicated in 
previous Further Information submission, visitors would have to register via online 
platform for advance booking. Once the maximum capacity of 50 people is 
reached, no further registration will be allowed for the day. Also, once the visitors 
arrived at the site, the staff will distribute a wristband or badge to each visitor for 
identification purpose to avoid over-capacity of the Application Site. 
 

2.  Noted that the BBQ area is proposed next to an existing pond. 
It is concerned that the grease of food and litters will 
contaminate the pond and the nearby water body. Please 
clarify any measures to avoid such contamination. 
 

To keep the BBQ area and the nearby existing pond from being potentially 
contaminated by food or litters, the staff will place ground mats at the BBQ area 
to protect the ground surface from potential spillage of grease and litters. 
Sufficient litter boxes and garbage bags will be provided on-site for each of the 
BBQ pit. Staff will also patrol around the BBQ area regularly to check the 
condition and clean the litter boxes and garbage bags when necessary. Once the 
BBQ activity is finished, staff will assist the visitors to clean up the area. Anyways, 
the visitors are encouraged to bring litters home following the Government’s 
recommendations. 
 

3.  Whether there are toilets to be provided to cater for the surge 
of visitors associated with the proposed temporary uses, and 
how to keep the toilets in good condition to avoid potential 
pollution. 
 

As stated in the planning statement, 3 nos. of existing toilets within the existing 
village house owned and managed by the Applicant will be dedicated for the 
visitors of the Application Site. These existing toilets are not temporary mobile 
dry toilets, but are flushing toilets connected to existing septic tanks and soak-
away system for sewage disposal. The septic tank system was recently 
constructed in 2023, and maintained in good condition. To ensure hygiene, the 
staff will do daily cleaning of the toilets. Sludge in the septic tank will be emptied 
regularly, and the Applicant will employ professional service provider to conduct 
routine cleaning and maintenance of the septic tank and soak-away system to 
ensure they are in good condition without spillage and contamination of the 
surroundings. 
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Public Comments Responses to Public Comments 

4.  Noted that visitors will be staying overnight for camping, 
whether there will be any protective and pre-cautionary 
measures to minimise light pollution. 

 

To minimize light disturbance at night, no large-scale flood light will be installed 
at the Application Site. Each camping tent will be provided with a camping lantern 
that are designed to be soft and low-brightness. These lanterns will give off gentle 
glow rather than strong flood light.  Besides, once the visitors arrived at the 
Application Site, the staff will also brief the visitors regarding the rules to be 
observed during their stay at the Application Site, including the avoidance of 
using strong lights or flash lights at night, and encourage the visitors to appreciate 
the stars and natural environment at night. Staff will also monitor the area 
regularly when necessary. 
 

5.  Sham Chung is designated as one of the 12 Priority Sites for 
Enhanced Conservation under the New Nature Conservation 
Policy. The Application Site is also located in proximity to 
country park, an Ecologically Important Stream and areas 
designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs). Are 
there any potential impacts on the above ecologically 
sensitive areas associated with the proposed temporary uses 
and what are the relevant pre-cautionary and mitigation 
measures? 
 

Please note that the Application Site falls within “AGR” and “V” zones of the Sham 
Chung OZP, and has avoided the ecological sensitive areas such as “CA”, “CPA”, 
“SSSI”, “GB”, the stream, etc. The proposed temporary uses with camping and 
various recreational activities are small in scale and is insignificant as compared 
to the wider natural environment. With a maximum capacity of only 50 visitors at 
the Application Site, it is anticipated that there will be no potential impact in traffic, 
environment, sewerage and water supply terms as detailed in the Planning 
Statement submitted on 1.12.2025. Besides, through appropriate management 
measures and regular monitoring to be undertaken by the Applicant and staff as 
indicated in the previous and current Further Information submissions (such as 
prohibiting the use of strong light/flashlight, no washing of BBQ tools at water 
bodies, no disturbance/ collection of wildlife in stream or in the camp site area), 
the potential impact could be minimised. Also, according to the written reply by 
the Secretary for Development to the question raised by a Legislative Council 
member in 2018, the Government has been monitoring the water supply 
situations in the remote villages including Sham Chung to safeguard the water 
quality. (Source: https://www.devb.gov.hk/en/sdev/press/index_id_10010.html)  
 

6.  There are concerns on the potential visual impacts from the 
proposed temporary structure of over 6m tall. 
 

Please note that the temporary pavilion is proposed to be used for providing 
shelter for visitors. It will be a simple makeshift and permeable structure which 
will be compatible and complementary with the rural setting of Sham Chung. No 
significant visual impact is therefore anticipated.  
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Public Comments Responses to Public Comments 

7.  Are there any tree fellings involved for the proposed 
temporary uses? 
 

Please note that the Application Site is largely vacant without any existing trees.  
 

8.  Is there any contingency plan for septic tank in case of 
overflow and overload? 
 

As mentioned in the Planning Statement, a septic tank with soak away system 
with a dimension of about 5,000mm in length, about 1,500mm in width and depth 
of about 1,500mm was installed near the existing village house. With a volume 
of approximately 9 cubic meters, it will be sufficient to cater for the proposed 
deploy maximum capacity of 50 visitors and associated staff per day. Besides, 
please also note that there are two other septic tanks with soak away system of 
similar dimensions at the existing village available to handle extra sewage if 
necessary. With two more septic tanks as contingency measures, overflow and 
overload scenario is not anticipated. 
 
In case of very rare situation when overflow happens, the Applicant and staff 
could manually open the septic tank to remove the sludge and sediments. The 
collected sludge and sediments will be carefully stored and treated for use as 
fertilizers. In case of emergency, the Applicant would cancel all the camping site 
bookings to carry out maintenance or repairing of the septic tank and soak away 
system.  
 

9.  There were already unauthorized camping facilities located in 
proximity to the Application Site. The current planning 
application, once approved, will act as an undesirable 
precedent for “develop first, apply later” scenario. 
 

Please note that the camping facilities are stored for future use at the Application 
Site. They have not been used by the public and no camping activities at the 
Application Site is allowed at present. 
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Government Departments’ General Comments

1. Land Administration

Comments of the District Lands Officer/Tai Po, Lands Department (DLO/TP, LandsD):

� no objection to the application;

� the application site (“the Site”) comprises 42 Old Schedule Agricultural Lots all in
D.D. 203 held under the Block Government Lease which contains the restriction that
no structures are allowed to be erected without the prior approval of the Government;

� there is no guarantee to the grant of a right of way to the Site or approval of the
emergency vehicular access (EVA) thereto;

� no Small House application has been received at the Site so far; and

� his advisory comments are at Appendix III.

2. Traffic

Comments of the Commissioner for Transport (C for T):

� no in-principle objection to the application from traffic engineering point of view;
and

� no adverse comment on the application from public transport operation perspective.

Comments of the Chief Highway Engineer/New Territories East, Highways Department
(CHE/NTE, HyD):

� the Site is located far away from public roads maintained by his office. The
application falls outside the public road maintenance jurisdiction of his office.

3. Agriculture

Comments of the Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation (DAFC):

� the Site falls within the “Agriculture” (“AGR”) and “Village Type Development”
(“V”) zones and is generally vacant. Agricultural infrastructures such as road
access and water source are available in the area. The Site can be used for
agricultural activities such as open-field cultivation, greenhouses, plant nurseries,
etc. As the Site possesses potential for agricultural rehabilitation, the proposed uses
are not supported from agricultural perspective.
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4. Nature Conservation

Comments of DAFC:

� in view that the proposed uses are located in vacant or developed areas falling within
“AGR” and “V” zones, he has no particular comment on the application from nature
conservation perspective;

� the relevant scheme under New Nature Conservation Policy (NNCP) mainly focuses
on development on private land and at the same time aiming at incentivising
conservation of ecologically important sites under private ownership, fundamentally
requiring long-term commitment from the project proponent. The current
application, which is temporary in nature, falls outside the scope of NNCP; and

� his advisory comments are at Appendix III.

5. Environment

Comments of the Director of Environmental Protection (DEP):

� no objection to the application, on the understanding that no insurmountable
environmental impact is anticipated in view that the following measures will be
adopted:

(i) no drone kiosk nor public address system will be involved;

(ii) no site formation works will be involved, as the proposed 12 camping tents will
be atop the raised wood decks within “AGR” zone; and

(iii) three flushing toilets connecting to septic tank and soakaway systems in the
existing village houses will be opened for use by the visitors, and the applicant
has reviewed that they are sufficient to cater for the sewage generated by a
maximum of 50 visitors per day;

� the proposed uses do not constitute a designated project under the Environmental
Impact Assessment Ordinance; and

� his advisory comments are at Appendix III.

6. Landscape

Comments of the Chief Town Planner/Urban Design and Landscape, Planning
Department (CTP/UD&L, PlanD):

� no adverse comment on the application from landscape planning perspective;
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� base on the aerial photo taken in 2024, the Site is located in an area of settled valley
landscape character comprising temporary structures, village houses, ponds,
vegetated areas and tree clusters. The proposed uses are not entirely incompatible
with the surrounding environment;

� with reference to the recent site photos, the Site is generally covered with self-seeded
vegetation with some common tree species and dead/wilting trees. According to the
Application Form and para 3.1.8 of Supplementary Planning Statement, no tree
felling is anticipated. Significant adverse landscape impact arising from the
application is not anticipated; and

� his advisory comments are at Appendix III.

7. Drainage

Comments of the Chief Engineer/Mainland North, Drainage Services Department
(CE/MN, DSD):

� no objection to the application from public drainage point of view, on the condition
that the proposed uses will not lead to adverse impact to the drainage in the vicinity;
and

� his advisory comments are at Appendix III.

8. Water Supply

Comments of the Chief Engineer/Construction, Water Supplies Department (CE/C,
WSD):

� no objection to the application; and

� his advisory comments are at Appendix III.

9. Fire Safety

Comments of the Director of Fire Services (D of FS):

� no in-principle to the application subject to fire service installations (FSIs) and water
supplies for firefighting being provided to his satisfaction; and

� his advisory comments are at Appendix III.

10. Food and Environmental Hygiene

Comments of the Director of Food and Environmental Hygiene (DFEH):

� no adverse comment on the application; and
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� his advisory comments are at Appendix III.

11. Hotel and Guesthouse Licensing

Comments of the Chief Officer (Licensing Authority), Home Affairs Department
(CO(LA), HAD):

� no adverse comment on the application; and

� his advisory comments are at Appendix III.

12. Building Matters

Comments of the Chief Building Surveyor/New Territories West, Buildings Department
(CBS/NTW, BD):

� no objection to the application; and

� his advisory comments are at Appendix III.

13. Other Departments

The following government departments have no objection to/no comment on the
application:

� Head of Countryside Conservation Office, Environment and Ecology Bureau;
� Director of Electrical and Mechanical Services;
� Project Manager (North), Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD);
� Head of Geotechnical Engineering Office, CEDD; and
� District Officer (Tai Po), Home Affairs Department.
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Recommended Advisory Clauses

(a) failure to reinstate the “Agriculture” portion of the application site (the Site) as required
under the relevant approval condition upon expiry of the planning permission might
constitute an unauthorized development under the Town Planning Ordinance and be
subject to enforcement and prosecution actions;

(b) to resolve any land issue relating to the development with the concerned owner(s) of
the Site;

(c) to note the comments of the District Lands Officer/Tai Po, Lands Department
(DLO/TP, LandsD) that:

(i) the lot owners shall apply to his office for a Short Term Waiver (STW) to permit
the structures to be erected on the Site. The application for STW will be
considered by the Government in its capacity as a landlord and there is no
guarantee that it will be approved. The STW, if approved, will be subject to
such terms and conditions including the payment of waiver fee and administrative
fee as considered appropriate by LandsD. Besides, given the proposed uses are
temporary in nature, only erection of temporary structures will be considered; and

(ii) it is the responsibility of the applicant to obtain prior approval from relevant
departments in operating the holiday camp and the barbecue area;

(d) to note the comments of the Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
(DAFC) that although the proposed uses will not have direct interface with nearby Sai
Kung West Country Park, ecologically important stream and other ecologically
sensitive area, the applicant shall minimise the environmental impacts on these areas
during construction and operation stages.  If any vehicles are needed to be brought
into country parks and special areas, the applicant must apply for vehicle permits from
his department;

(e) to note the comments of the Director of Environmental Protection (DEP) that:

(i) the applicant is reminded to follow the relevant mitigation measures and
requirements in the ‘Code of Practice on Handling the Environmental Aspects of
Temporary Uses and Open Storage Sites’; and

(ii) in view of the proposed barbecue area to be located in the “Village Type
Development” zone, the applicant is advised to conduct inspections and ensure
good management of the daily operation to avoid causing any potential nuisance
to nearby residents;

(f) to note the comments of the Chief Town Planner/Urban Design and Landscape,
Planning Department (CTP/UD&L, PlanD) that approval of the application does not
imply approval of tree works such as pruning, transplanting and felling.  The
applicant is reminded to seek approval for any proposed tree works from relevant
departments prior to commencement of the works;
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(g) to note the comments of the Chief Engineer/Mainland North, Drainage Services
Department (CE/MN, DSD) that DSD’s maintained public sewers are not available in
the vicinity of the Site. The applicant(s) shall resolve any conflict/disagreement with
relevant lot owner(s) and seek LandsD’s permission for laying new drains/channels
and/or modifying/upgrading existing ones in other private lots or on Government land
(where required) outside the Site(s).  The cost and work of drainage and sewerage
connection as well as future maintenance responsibility shall be borne by the
applicant(s);

(h) to note the comments of the Chief Engineer/Construction, Water Supplies Department
(CE/C, WSD) that:

(i) the Site is not located in fresh and flushing water supply zones. For provision of
water supply to the development, the applicant may need to extend his/her inside
services to the nearest suitable government water mains for connection. The
applicant and his/her successor(s) shall resolve any land matter (such as private
lots) associated with the provision of water supply and shall be responsible for the
construction, operation and maintenance of the inside services to WSD’s
standards; and

(ii) due to the relatively remoteness of the Site, the applicant may need to make use
of his/her private sump and pump system to effect adequate water supply to the
development. The applicant shall be responsible for the construction, operation
and maintenance to WSD’s standards of any private water supply system for water
supply to the development;

(i) to note the comments of the Director of Fire Services (D of FS) that:

(i) in consideration of the design/nature of the proposal, fire service installations
(FSIs) are anticipated to be required. Therefore, the applicant is advised to
submit relevant layout plans incorporated with the proposed FSIs to his
department for approval. In addition, the applicant is advised the following:

(1) the layout plans should be drawn to scale and depicted with dimensions and
the nature of occupancy; and

(2) the location of the proposed FSIs to be installed should be clearly marked on
the layout plans;

(ii) as the nearest street fire hydrant is not available within 400m boundary of the Site
and there is no vehicular access road available within 100m boundary of the Site,
additional fire safety measures shall be imposed;

(iii) licensing requirements, if any, would be formulated upon receipt of the formal
application via the relevant licensing authority; and

(iv) the applicant is reminded that if the proposed structures are required to comply
with the Buildings Ordinance (Cap. 123), detailed fire safety requirements will be
formulated upon receipt of the formal submission of general building plans;

(j) to note the comments of the Director of Food and Environmental Hygiene (DFEH)
that:
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(i) no Food and Environmental Hygiene Department’s (FEHD) facilities should be
affected;

(ii) proper licence/permit issued by his department is required if there is any food
business/catering service/activities regulated by DFEH under the Public Health
and Municipal Services Ordinance (Cap. 132) and other relevant legislation for
the public:

(a) under the Food Business Regulation, Cap. 132X, a food business licence is
required for the operation of the relevant type of food business listed in the
Regulation. For any premises intended to be used for food business (e.g. a
restaurant, a food factory, a fresh provision shop), a food business licence
from the FEHD in accordance with the Public Health and Municipal Services
Ordinance (Cap. 132) shall be obtained. A Fresh Provision Shop Licence
will be required in case sale of fresh, chilled or frozen beef, mutton, pork,
reptiles (including live reptiles), fish (including live fish) or poultry
(including live poultry) (including wholesale and retail) is involved. In case
that the farm product sold at the Site are vegetables and fruits only, the fresh
provision shop licence is not required. The application for licence, if
acceptable by the FEHD, will be referred to relevant government departments
such as the Buildings Department, Fire Services Department and Planning
Department for comment. If there is no objection from the departments
concerned, a letter of requirements will be issued to the applicant for
compliance. For instance, sufficient sanitary fitments must be provided and
the installation of sanitary fitment requires approval of the Building
Authority. Also, all sanitary fitments and scullery facilities must be
connected to public mains water supply and fitted with a waste pipe
connected to a proper drainage system. Alternatively, all sewage, soil water
and waste water from the premises shall be drained into a sewage and waste
water treatment system constructed to the satisfaction of his
department. The licence will be issued upon compliance of all the
requirements;

(b) when choosing a premises for food business licences, the applicant must
ensure that the operation of food business at the subject premises is in
compliance with the requirements imposed under the legislation
administered by the Department, other government departments and the
relevant authorities. No part of a food premises shall be located in, under
or over any structures built without the approval and consent of the Building
Authority. Applicants should satisfy the FEHD that their premises applying
for a restaurant licence be (i) free of unauthorised building works; (ii) in
compliance with Government lease conditions; and (iii) in compliance with
statutory plan restrictions, otherwise the FEHD will not process the
application for a licence further;

(c) depending on the mode of operation, generally there are three types of food
business licence that the operator of an outdoor barbecue site may apply for
under the Food Business Regulation (the Regulation):

(1) if food is sold to customers for consumption on the premises, a
restaurant licence should be obtained;
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(2) if food is only prepared for sale for consumption off the premises, a food
factory licence should be obtained;

(3) if fresh, chilled or frozen beef, mutton, pork, reptiles (including live
snake), fish (including live fish) and poultry is sold, a fresh provision
shop licence should be obtained;

(d) when a restaurant licensee/licence applicant wishes to use any outside seating
accommodation (OSA) outside the restaurant premises for alfresco dining,
he/she should take notice of the main licensing criteria for OSA, covering
matters such as legal right to use the land concerned, planning, building
safety, fire safety, and traffic requirements, etc. as well as to obtain approval
from DFEH before commencement. Restaurateurs operating OSA business
without approval may be subject to prosecution pursuant to the Food
Business Regulation (Cap. 132X). Repeated convictions may lead to
suspension or cancellation of their licences;

(e) in accordance with Section 4 of Food Business Regulation, Cap. 132X, the
expression “food business” means, any trade or business for the purpose of
which any person engages in the handling of food or food is sold by means
of a vending machine. But it does not include any canteen in work place
(other than a factory canteen referred to in section 31) for the use exclusively
of the persons employed in the work place. As such, a staff canteen that
exclusively use by the staff members of that working place does not require
a food business licence from his department. However, if the said canteen
provided foods to the outsiders with payment, a food business licence is
required; and

(f) the operation of the eating place must not cause any environmental nuisance
to the surrounding. The refuse generated by the proposed eating place are
regarded as trade refuse. The management or owner of the site is responsible
for its removal and disposal at their expenses. The operation of any business
should not cause any obstruction or environmental nuisance in the vicinity;

(iii) proper licence issued by his department is required if related place of
entertainment is involved:

(a) any person who desires to keep or use any place of public entertainment for
example a theatre and cinema or a place, building, erection or structure,
whether temporary or permanent, on one occasion or more, capable of
accommodating the public presenting or carrying on public entertainment
within Places of Public entertainment (PPE) Ordinance (Cap. 172) and its
subsidiary legislation, such as a concert, opera, ballet, stage performance or
other musical, dramatic or theatrical entertainment, cinematograph or laser
projection display or an amusement ride and mechanical device which is
designed for amusement, a Place of Public Entertainment Licence (or
Temporary Place of Public Entertainment Licence) should be obtained from
FEHD whatever the general public is admitted with or without payment; and

(b) there should be no encroachment on the public place and no environmental
nuisance should be generated to the surroundings. Its state should not be a
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nuisance or injurious or dangerous to health and surrounding environment.
Also, for any waste generated from such activities/operation, the applicant
should arrange disposal properly at their own expenses;

(iv) for the drinks sold on the premises, if they are prepackaged and involve no
reparation/manufacture for sale for human consumption off the premises, a food
factory licence is not required;

(v) for details of procedures for application of relevant licence and points to note
before application for the respective Licence, the applicant is invited to browse -
https://www.fehd.gov.hk/english/licensing/guide.html;

(vi) for information on food safety advice for consumers regarding takeaways and
meal delivery, the applicant is invited to browse -
https://www.cfs.gov.hk/tc_chi/multimedia/multimedia_pub/files/5-
takeaways.pdf; and

(vii) the operations shall not cause any environmental nuisance, pest infestation and
obstruction to the surrounding. For any waste generated at the Site, the operator
should arrange its proper disposal at their own expenses;

(k) to note the comments of the Chief Officer (Licensing Authority), Home Affairs
Department (CO(LA), HAD) that:

(i) according to the Hotel and Guesthouse Accommodation Ordinance (Cap. 349)
(“HAGAO”), premises are a “hotel” or “guesthouse” if the premises are held out
as providing sleeping accommodation to any person presenting themselves who
are willing to pay a fee for the sleeping accommodation, unless all
accommodation in the premises are provided for a period of 28 consecutive days
or more for each letting which is exempted under the Hotel and Guesthouse
Accommodation (Exclusion) Order (Cap. 349C);

(ii) under the Clubs (Safety of Premises) Ordinance (Cap. 376) (“CuSPO”), “club”
means any corporation or association of persons formed for the purpose of
affording its members facilities for social intercourse or recreation and which (i)
provides services for its members (whether or not for the purpose of gain); and
(ii) has a club-house of which only its members and their accompanied guests
have a right of use;

(iii) if the mode of operation falls within the definition of “hotel” or “guesthouse”
under the HAGAO or “club” under the CuSPO, a licence under the HAGAO or a
Certificate of Compliance under the CuSPO must be obtained before operation
respectively. Whether the mode of operation of a campsite falls within the ambit
of the HAGAO and/ or CuSPO depends on the actual circumstances of each case;

(iv) his office will assess each campsite on its individual merit to determine whether
a licence under the HAGAO is required. The factors of consideration include
degree of fixation, degree of permanency, size, nature and intended use,
connection with associated utilities, ease of assembly and ease of removal in
respect of the proposed tents and the essential supporting facilities including site
office, storeroom and toilets, etc. In general, a campsite solely consisting of
movable and easily dismantled tents may not require a licence under the HAGAO.
The applicant may consult a registered building professional for advice on
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whether the proposed structures to be erected in the site would be considered as a
premises under the HAGAO;

(v) based on the information available, it is not sufficient for his office to assess
whether licence application under HAGAO and or CuSPO is required as this
stage;

(vi) if any structure which constitutes as “building works” or “building” under the
Buildings Ordinance to be included into the licence, the applicant should submit
a copy of either an occupation permit issued by the Building Authority or a
Certificate of Compliance issued by the LandsD when making an application
under the HAGAO and/or CuSPO; and

(vii) detailed licensing requirements will be formulated upon receipt of application
under the HAGAO and/or CuSPO, if applicable; and

(l) to note the comments of the Chief Building Surveyor/New Territories West, Buildings
Department (CBS/NTW, BD) that:

(i) before any new building works (including containers/open sheds as temporary
buildings, demolition and land filling, etc.) are to be carried out on the Site, prior
approval and consent of the Building Authority should be obtained, otherwise
they are unauthorized building works (UBW) under the Buildings Ordinance
(BO).  An Authorized Person should be appointed as the co-ordinator for the
proposed building works in accordance with the BO;

(ii) the Site shall be provided with means of obtaining access thereto from a street
and emergency vehicular access in accordance with Regulations 5 and 41D of the
Building (Planning) Regulations [B(P)R] respectively;

(iii) if the Site does not abut on a specified street of not less than 4.5m wide, its
permitted development intensity shall be determined under Regulation 19(3) of
the B(P)R at building plan submission stage;

(iv) for UBW erected on leased land, enforcement action may be taken by the
Buildings Department to effect their removal in accordance with the prevailing
enforcement policy against UBW as and when necessary.  The granting of any
planning approval should not be construed as an acceptance of any existing
building works or UBW on the application site under the BO;

(v) any temporary shelters or converted containers for office, storage, washroom or
other uses are considered as temporary buildings are subject to the control of Part
VII of the B(P)R;

(vi) the applicant’s attention is also drawn to the provision under Regulations 40 and
41 of the Building (Standards of Sanitary Fitments, Plumbing, Drainage Works
and Latrines) Regulations in respect of disposal of foul water and surface water
respectively;

(vii) if the proposed uses under application are subject to issue of a license, the
applicant is reminded that any existing structures on the Site intended to be used
for such purposes are required to comply with the building safety and other
relevant requirements as may be imposed by the licensing authority; and
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(viii) detailed checking under the BO will be carried out at building plan submission
stage.
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