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Relevant Extracts of Town Planning Board Guidelines on  

Renewal of Planning Approval and Extension of Time for Compliance  

with Planning Conditions for Temporary Use or Development 

(TPB PG-No. 34D)  

 

1. The criteria for assessing applications for renewal of planning approval include:  

 

(a) whether there has been any material change in planning circumstances since the previous 

temporary approval was granted (such as a change in the planning policy/land-use zoning for 

the area) or a change in the land uses of the surrounding areas;  

 

(b) whether there are any adverse planning implications arising from the renewal of the planning 

approval (such as pre-emption of planned permanent development);  

 

(c) whether the planning conditions under previous approval have been complied with to the 

satisfaction of relevant Government departments within the specified time limits;  

 

(d) whether the approval period sought is reasonable; and  

 

(e) any other relevant considerations.  

 

2. Under normal circumstances, the approval period for renewal should not be longer than the 

original validity period of the temporary approval.  In general, the Town Planning Board (the 

Board) is unlikely to grant an approval period exceeding three years unless there are strong 

justifications and the period is allowed for under the relevant statutory plans.  Depending on the 

circumstances of each case, the Board could determine the appropriate approval period, which 

may be shorter than the time under request. 
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Previous s.16 Applications covering the Application Site 

 

Application No. and  

Proposed Use 

Date of 

Consideration 

Decision of 

RNTPC 

Approval 

Conditions  

A/SK-PK/233 

Temporary Place of Recreation (Canoe 

Club) for a Period of Three Years 

23.12.2016 

Approved with 

conditions on a 

temporary basis 

(a) – (e) 

A/SK-PK/255 

Renewal of Planning Approval for 

Temporary Place of Recreation (Canoe 

Club) for a Period of Three Years 

15.11.2019 

Approved with 

conditions on a 

temporary basis 

(a) – (e) 

 

 

Approval Conditions 

 

(a) no operation between 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 a.m., as proposed by the applicant, is allowed 

during the planning approval period 

 

(b) the submission of water supplies for fire fighting and fire service installations proposals 

within 6 months from the date of planning approval to the satisfaction of the Director of 

Fire Services or of the Town Planning Board 

 

(c) in relation to (b) above, the implementation of water supplies for fire fighting and fire 

service installations proposals within 9 months from the date of planning approval to the 

satisfaction of the Director of Fire Services or of the Town Planning Board 

 

(d) if the above planning condition (a) is not complied with during the planning approval 

period, the approval hereby given shall cease to have effect and shall be revoked 

immediately without further notice 

 

(e) if any of the above planning conditions (b) or (c) is not complied with by the specified 

date, the approval hereby given shall cease to have effect and shall on the same date be 

revoked without further notice 
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Government Departments’ General Comments 

 

1. Land Administration 

 

Comments of the District Lands Officer/Sai Kung (DLO/SK), Lands Department:  

 

 no comment on the application; and 

 

 the application site (the Site) falls within the area of Short Term Tenancy No. SX1085 

granted to the Dolphin Canoe Club for the purpose of open storage of canoes and ancillary 

uses as may be approved in writing by DLO/SK. 

 

 

2. Environment 

 

Comments of the Director of Environmental Protection: 

 

 no objection to the application noting that the applied use is not anticipated to cause adverse 

environmental impact given its scale and nature. 

 

 

3. Fire Safety 

 

Comments of the Director of Fire Services: 

 

 no in-principle objection to the application subject to the existing fire service installations 

implemented on the Site being maintained in efficient working order at all times.   

 

 

4. Other Departments 

 

The following government departments have no objection to or no adverse comment on the 

application: 

 

(a) Commissioner for Transport; 

(b) Chief Highway Engineer/New Territories East, Highways Department; 

(c) Chief Building Surveyor/Hong Kong East & Heritage, Buildings Department; 

(d) Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation; 

(e) Chief Engineer/Construction, Water Supplies Department; 

(f) District Officer (Sai Kung), Home Affairs Department (HAD); and 

(g) Chief Engineer (Works), HAD.  
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Recommended Advisory Clauses 

 

(a) to note the comments of the Director of Environmental Protection that the applicant should follow 

the “Code of Practice on Handling the Environmental Aspects of Temporary Uses and Open 

Storage Sites”, which is available in the below website: 

https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/sites/default/files/epd/english/environmentinhk/eia_planning/guide_

ref/files/cop.pdf; 
 

(b) to note the comments of the Chief Engineer/Mainland South, Drainage Services Department that 

the applicant should ensure adequate stormwater drainage collection and disposal facilities are 

provided in connection with the applied use to deal with the surface runoff of the application site 

(the Site) or the same flowing onto the Site from the adjacent areas without causing any adverse 

drainage impact or nuisance to the adjoining areas; 

 

(c) to note the comments of the Chief Building Surveyor/Hong Kong East & Heritage, Buildings 

Department that: 

 

 before any new building works are carried out on land held under Short Term Tenancy (STT), 

prior approval and consent from the Building Authority (BA) should be obtained, otherwise 

they are Unauthorized Building Works (UBW); 

 

 an Authorized Person (AP) must be appointed to co-ordinate all new building works on land 

held under the STT in accordance with the Buildings Ordinance (BO).  However, the 

carrying out of minor works can follow the provisions laid down under the Minor Works 

Control System; 

 

 the granting of the planning approval should not be constructed as acceptance of any 

unauthorized structures on site under the BO.  Enforcement action may be taken by BA to 

effect the removal of the UBW in accordance with the policy for control of UBW in the 

future; and 

 

(d) to note the comments of the Chief Engineer/Construction, Water Supplies Department (WSD) that 

for provision of water supply to the Site, the applicant may need to extend his/her inside services 

to the nearest suitable government water mains for connection.  The applicant shall resolve any 

land matter (such as private lots) associated with the provision of water supply and shall be 

responsible for the construction, operation and maintenance of the inside services within the 

private lots to WSD’s standards.  


