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Urgent Return Receipt Requested Sign Encrypt Mark Subject Restricted Expand personal&public groups

Re: A/TM-SKW/117 application for filling of gravel
07/10/2022 15:54

From: Linus Ching <linustai@gmail.com>
To: tpbpd@pland.gov.hk, bwkfong@pland.gov.hk

1 attachment

IMG_0460.jpg

Dear Sirs and/or Madams,

This email supersede the previous one  I sent out at 11.00am today.

As spoken with Mr Fong, the responsible officer for the captioned case
reference, I am writing to inform that I have submitted my application for
filling of gravel in parts of my farm which include lot 1379, 1380 and
1381of DD 375 as a whole. Also I would like to highlight that the farm is
for my self-cultivation purpose and is not for renting to outside people. I
enclose the photo for your reference and information.

I will send the photo and this email in hard copy through direct mailing. I
would much appreciate if you would much appreciate if you would consider my
application favourably. Thanks you for your assistance in this matter.

Best regards,
Ching Yan Yan Linus

Sent from my iPhone

> On 7 Oct 2022, at 11:00 AM, Linus Ching <linustai@gmail.com> wrote:
>
>  Dear Sir and Madam,
>
> As spoken with Mr Fong, the responsible officer for the captioned case
reference, I am writing to inform that filling of gravel in parts of my
farm which include lot 1379, 1380 and 1381 of DD 375 as a whole.   I will
send the photo and this email in hard copy through direct mailing.  I would
much appreciate if you would consider my application favourably.
>
> Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
>
> Best regards,
> Ms Ching Yan Yan Linus
>
>
>
>
>
>
> Sent from my iPhone
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Urgent Return Receipt Requested Sign Encrypt Mark Subject Restricted Expand personal&public groups

A/TM-SKW/117 (application for filling of gravel)
10/10/2022 15:18

From: Linus Ching <linustai@gmail.com>
To: tpbpd@pland.gov.hk
Cc: bwkfong@pland.gov.hk, iswchu@pland.gov.hk

3 attachments

HPSCAN_20221010065841619_2022-10-10_065929596.pdfHPSCAN_20221010065841619_2022-10-10_065929596.pdf

HPSCAN_20221010065726445_2022-10-10_065814343.pdfHPSCAN_20221010065726445_2022-10-10_065814343.pdf

HPSCAN_20221010065531488_2022-10-10_065620191.pdfHPSCAN_20221010065531488_2022-10-10_065620191.pdf

Dear Sirs & Madams,

Attached are the replacement pages of application form of this application.

Thank you.

Best regards,
Ms Ching Yan Yan Linus

Sent from my iPhone
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Town Planning Board,
15/F, North Point Government Offices,
333 Java Road, Hong Kong
(Attn: the Secretary of Town Planning Board)

4 November 2022

Dear Sir(s)/Madam(s),

Application No. A/TM-SKW/117 - Filling of Land
at Lots 1379(part), 1380 (Part) and 1381 (Part) in DD 375, So Kwun Wat

I refer to the email from Planning Department dated 31.10.2022 regarding the
comments from Drainage Services Department (DSD) on the captioned application and
I am writing to respond to the comments raised.

It is noted that DSD reflected that, at the captioned area vicinity, although no public
drainage facilities was found, no flooding complaint in the past two years so
far.  Nevertheless, the drainage work is requested.

Referring to my application for filling of land by paving of gravel submitted earlier,
you may wish to note that the gravel is placed on the land/mud surface with very limited
height/depth while space or gap in between and among individual gravel is countlessly
found and existed.  As such, there is no blocking the water flow to the original raw land
surface via gravel surface in rainy day.  After paving, water still can infiltrate to the
original raw land or ground through space/gap among gravel in way of gravity. Besides,
the paving gravel is non-impervious and non-cementing. Therefore, the water
downward flowing situation at post-paving is similar as pre-paving that water flow to
the raw soil/ground itself below gravel ultimately because post-paving made no effect
to the blockage of water flowing downward to the raw ground surface. So it definitely
did not obstruct water flow whenever in rainy day.

Moreover, the present paving does not induce any change of original land/ground
condition of the paved area including formation level, fall direction, and its land
gradient be kept after paving, thus its water flow direction at pre-paving, either
downward to the ground for self-absorption or outflow to the existing river/mainstream
course aside to the lots, actually remains unchanged after paving.  The water flow or
drainage during post-paving period is similar as pre-paving period.  Therefore, the
paving of the gravel make / would make no change, no adverse drainage influence or
no worsening drainage impact on the previous water flow path and on natural drainage
direction at site or its surroundings.  The existing water flow or drainage situation after
paving of gravel is similar as before. (it is highlighted that no flooding has been reported
before)

More important, particularly worth mentioning, there were two occasions of hoisting
typhoon signal no. 8 on 25.8.2022 and 2.11.2022 with heavy rain in days of pre and
post hoisting while heavy rainstorm on and off happened in the past few months upon
the gravel paving done in August 2022 up till this email sent today, actually no flooding
has been identified so far (attached please find the photos taken at pm on 3.11.2022 i.e.
the day of typhoon signal no. be called off for information).  It has proved that the
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existing natural drainage system after paving of gravel (or gravel paving itself be
considered as a natural drainage system) is shown as being adequate for protecting the
captioned lots area and making no effect on its surrounding lots.

Therefore, given the above mentioned circumstances, considering the present smooth
natural drainage after paving of gravel, the plan of additional drainage
system/facilities/work for the subject site is considered not necessary. I should be
grateful if you would consider my application favourably.

At this juncture, I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the responsible contact
person of DSD who was very helpful to share expertise, professional and valuable
views on devising proposed drainage with a manner to facilitate me, as a layman, for
easy understanding.

Please rest assured that the situation would be kept in view while precautionary
drainage measures proposed by the said officer of DSD would be considered whenever
deemed necessary in future.

Thank you for your kind consideration.

Yours faithfully,

Ms CHING Yan yan Linus
The applicant

Remark : the content of this letter is sent to Secretary of the Town Planning Board and
cc to Planning Department (attn.: Billy Fong) by emails respectively
(tpbpd@pland.gov.hk & bwkfong@pland.gov.hk) while this original letter to the
Secretary of the Town Planning Board is sent by post at Town Planning Board, 15/F,
North Point Government Offices, 333 Java Road, Hong Kong
.
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Extract of Town Planning Board Guidelines for
Application for Development within Green Belt Zone

under Section 16 of the Town Planning Ordinance
(TPB PG-No. 10)

The relevant assessment criteria are as follows:

(a) There is a general presumption against development (other than redevelopment)
in a “Green Belt” (“GB”) zone.

(b) An application for new development in a “GB” zone will only be considered in
exceptional circumstances and must be justified with very strong planning
grounds.  The scale and intensity of the proposed development including the plot
ratio, site coverage and building height should be compatible with the character
of surrounding areas.

(c) The design and layout of any proposed development should be compatible with
the surrounding area.  The development should not involve extensive clearance
of existing natural vegetation, affect the existing natural landscape, or cause any
adverse visual impact on the surrounding environment.

(d) The proposed development should not overstrain the capacity of existing and
planned infrastructure such as sewerage, roads and water supply.  It should not
adversely affect drainage or aggravate flooding in the area.

(e) The proposed development should not be susceptible to adverse environmental
effects from pollution sources nearby such as traffic noise, unless adequate
mitigating measures are provided, and it should not itself be the source of
pollution.
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Government Departments’ General Comments

1. Land Administration

Comments of the District Lands Officer/Tuen Mun, Lands Department (DLO/TM,
LandsD):

(a) No adverse comment on the application.

(b) A number of metal planters are placed within the application site.  Besides, three
temporary structures are found erected outside the Site but within the Lots without
permission. However, the Site does not include these structures while the said
temporary structures are apparently used in connection with the subject application.

2. Nature Conservation and Agriculture

Comments of the Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation (DAFC):

(a) No particular comment on the application from nature conservation perspective as
the Site is already disturbed in nature.

(b) The Site is zoned “Green Belt” (“GB”) and is being occupied by boxes filled with
plants.  The agricultural activities are active in the vicinity, and agricultural
infrastructures such as road access and water source are also available.  The Site can
be used for agricultural activities such as open-field cultivation, greenhouses, plant
nurseries, etc.

3. Landscaping

Comments of the Chief Town Planner/Urban Design and Landscape, Planning Department
(CTP/UD&L, PlanD):

(a) No particular comment on the application from landscape planning perspective.

(b) The Site is situated in an area of miscellaneous rural fringe landscape character
predominated by village houses and hillside woodland of the “GB” zone.  It is noted
that around 16m2 of movable small planters/pots are proposed in between the two
portions of land, and species of herbs, crops or vegetables would be planted.  Given
the landscape resources within the Site was already disturbed, and there is limited
space within the Site after placing the fixed cultivation planters, the proposed
measure of placing small planter pots is considered as an “alternative types of
planting ways” of landscape treatment to mitigate the impact.

4. Environment

Comments of the Director of Environmental Protection (DEP):

No objection to the application provided that the paving gravel on the surface of mud/sand
(about 0.05 to 0.1m) is for permitted agricultural use.
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5. Fire Safety

Comments of the Director of Fire Services (D of FS):

No comments on the proposed filling of land for agricultural use provided that no
structure will be erected on the application site.

6. Drainage

Comments of the Chief Engineer/Mainland North, Drainage Services Department (CE/MN,
DSD):

No comment on the application from public drainage viewpoint, subject to the applicant’s
proposed area, depth and type of filling (i.e. gravel materials) as indicated in the planning
application document would be strictly complied with.

7. District Officer’s Comments

Comments of the District Officer/Tuen Mun, Home Affairs Department (DO/TM, HAD):

His office has not received any comments from the public.

8. Other Departments

The following government departments have no objection to /no comment on the
application:

(a) Chief Building Surveyor/New Territories West, Buildings Department;
(b) Chief Engineer/Construction, Water Supplies Department;
(c) Project Manager (West), Civil Engineering and Development Department;
(d) Chief Highway Engineer/New Territories West, Highways Department;
(e) Commissioner of Police;
(f) Director of Electrical and Mechanical Department; and
(g) Commissioner for Transport.
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Recommended Advisory Clauses

(a) to note the comments of the District Lands Officer/Tuen Mun, Lands Department
(DLO/TM, LandsD) that:

(i) the application site (the Site) falls within a portion of Lot 1379, a portion of Lot
1380, and a portion of Lot 1381 all in D.D. 375 (the Lots).  The Lots are Old
Schedule Agricultural Lots held under the Block Government Lease which contains
the restriction that no structures are allowed to be erected without the prior approval
of the Government;

(ii) the Site is accessible only via a number of private lots and a strip of government
land leading from So Kwun Wat Tsuen Road.  His office is not responsible for the
maintenance of the said access nor guarantee that right-of-way will be given to the
Site to connect to So Kwun Wat Tsuen Road.  The applicant shall be responsible
for her own access arrangement; and

(iii) his office reserves the right to take lease enforcement action as considered
appropriate against any unauthorized erection/extensions/alternations of the
structures erected within the Lots at any time irrespective of whether planning
permission will be given or not.  Enforcement action will also be taken should any
structure be found erected without prior approval given by his office;

(b) to note the comments of the Director of Environmental Protection that the applicant is
advised to appropriate pollution control measures to minimize short-term environmental
impacts during construction. Reference could be made to relevant
publications/guidelines including “Recommended Pollution Control Clauses for
Construction Contracts”…………………………………………………………………..
(https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/environmentinhk/eia_planning/guide_ref/rpc.html)
and it is the obligation of the applicant to meet the statutory requirements under relevant
pollution control ordinances; and

(c) to note the comments of the Commissioner for Transport that the Site is connected to the
So Kwun Wat Road via a local track and So Kwun Wat Tsuen Road, which are both not
managed by Transport Department.  The land status of the local track and So Kwun Wat
Tsuen Road should be checked with LandsD.  Moreover, the management and
maintenance responsibilities of that local access road should be clarified with the relevant
lands and maintenance authorities accordingly.


