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Date: 11 November 2021 

 

TPB Ref.: A/YL-LFS/412 

                                            By Email 

Town Planning Board 

15/F, North Point Government Offices 

333, Java Road 

North Point 

Hong Kong 

(Attn: The Secretary) 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

Proposed Temporary Training Centre (Tree Care Training Centre) 

for a Period of 3 Years at Lots 316 (Part), 317 S.A (Part), 317 RP 

(Part), 318 & 319 (Part) in D.D. 129 & Adjoining Government Land, 

Lau Fau Shan, Yuen Long, N.T. 

 

We are glad to attach a legible Figure 2 to show the vehicular access route leading to 

the application site from Deep Bay Road. We also take this opportunity to show that 

the application site is covered with soil as shown in photo 1. 

 

Should you have any enquiries, please feel free to contact our Mr. Patrick Tsui at 5114 

9258 at your convenience. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

 

Patrick Tsui 

 

c.c. Tuen Mun and Yuen Long West District Planning Office (Attn: Mr. Keith 

WONG) – By Email 
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Photo 1 Site photo showing the man gate of the application site 
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Date: 15 November 2021 

 

TPB Ref.: A/YL-LFS/412 

                                            By Email 

Town Planning Board 

15/F, North Point Government Offices 

333, Java Road 

North Point 

Hong Kong 

(Attn: The Secretary) 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

Proposed Temporary Training Centre (Tree Care Training Centre) 

for a Period of 3 Years at Lots 316 (Part), 317 S.A (Part), 317 RP 

(Part), 318 & 319 (Part) in D.D. 129 & Adjoining Government Land, 

Lau Fau Shan, Yuen Long, N.T. 

 
We are glad to submit the operation of the proposed development and its impact to the 

existing trees at the application site in the attachment.  Only private car and van type 

vehicle not exceeding 5.5 tonnes will access the application site.  The containers at 

the site are rest upon a layer of bricks for stabilization purpose.  The location of the 

layer of bricks is shown in attached Figure 5.  

 

Should you have any enquiries, please feel free to contact our Mr. Patrick Tsui at 5114 

9258 at your convenience. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

 

Patrick Tsui 

 

c.c. Tuen Mun and Yuen Long West District Planning Office (Attn: Mr. Keith 

WONG) – By Email 
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Our Mission 

People and trees in Harmony 

Trees Conservation Aim 

Tree Climbing Hong Kong, 香港樹木學會, has been training tree climbing for over a decade in Hong Kong. 

Like counterparts worldwide, TCHK maintain the highest safety standard in tree climbing training ANSI 

133.1, 美國安全標準 ANSI133.1 

 

Before tree climbing training, Certified Arborist(s), CA and Certified Tree Worker(s)CTW will be 

appointed to inspect the trees thoroughly to ensure that there are no potential danger(s) such as structural 

problem in trees. 

 

TCHK uses tree climbing ropes with CE / ANSI / EN mark, are constructed using a braided construction technique. 

Braided tree climbing ropes have an inner core of a different material to provide bulk with the main strength in the 

outer sheath. During the course of climbing training, apart from the main rope, climbing trainees are supplied 

with a lanyard(安全短繩) for each trainee for protection trees. 

 

Trees are invaluable, TCHK, therefore, maintain the highest standard, like those advanced countries, to 

protect trees. Before tree climbing, TCHK sets cambium savers, a braided sling with 2 metal rings, at the 

anchor points-an artificial anchor, main rope(主繩) passes through the metal rings that no rope will damage 

the bark of the tree. Please see Diagram 1. 

 

 

Tree inspection inevitable finds out dieback twigs, decayed branches, hangers and broken branches  

TCHK uses saw to prune or trim in order to protect both climbing trainees and trees. 

There are insufficient cut logs for climbing trainees to practice how to use saw to cut or prune, therefore, 

TCHK asks gardening companies to supply cut logs. 





Total: 1 pages 

 

Date: 16 November 2021 

 

TPB Ref.: A/YL-LFS/412 

                                            By Email 

Town Planning Board 

15/F, North Point Government Offices 

333, Java Road 

North Point 

Hong Kong 

(Attn: The Secretary) 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

Proposed Temporary Training Centre (Tree Care Training Centre) 

for a Period of 3 Years at Lots 316 (Part), 317 S.A (Part), 317 RP 

(Part), 318 & 319 (Part) in D.D. 129 & Adjoining Government Land, 

Lau Fau Shan, Yuen Long, N.T. 

 
The containers at the site are rest upon a layer of bricks for stabilization purpose and 

about 170m2 have been paved with a layer of brick.  No further land filling will be 

carried out.   

 

Should you have any enquiries, please feel free to contact our Mr. Patrick Tsui at 5114 

9258 at your convenience. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

 

Patrick Tsui 

 

c.c. Tuen Mun and Yuen Long West District Planning Office (Attn: Mr. Keith 

WONG) – By Email 
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Photo 1 Site photo showing the man gate of the application site 
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Relevant Extract of Town Planning Board Guidelines for
Application for Development within Green Belt Zone

under Section 16 of the Town Planning Ordinance
(TPB PG-No. 10)

The relevant assessment criteria are as follows:

(a) There is a general presumption against development (other than redevelopment)
in a “Green Belt” (“GB”) zone. In general the Board will only be prepared to
approve applications for development in the context of requests to rezone to an
appropriate use.

(b) An application for new development in a “GB” zone will only be considered in
exceptional circumstances and must be justified with very strong planning
grounds. The scale and intensity of the proposed development including the plot
ratio, site coverage and building height should be compatible with the character
of surrounding areas. With the exception of New Territories Exempted Houses,
a plot ratio up to 0.4 for residential development may be permitted.

(c) Applications for New Territories Exempted Houses with satisfactory sewage
disposal facilities and access arrangements may be approved if the application
sites are in close proximity to existing villages and in keeping with the
surrounding uses, and where the development is to meet the demand from
indigenous villagers.

(d) Redevelopment of existing residential development will generally be permitted
up to the intensity of the existing development.

(e) Applications for government/institution/community (G/IC) uses and public
utility installations must demonstrate that the proposed development is essential
and that no alternative sites are available. The plot ratio of the development site
may exceed 0.4 so as to minimize the land to be allocated for G/IC uses.

(f) Passive recreational uses which are compatible with the character of surrounding
areas may be given sympathetic consideration.

(g) The design and layout of any proposed development should be compatible with
the surrounding area. The development should not involve extensive clearance
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of existing natural vegetation, affect the existing natural landscape, or cause any
adverse visual impact on the surrounding environment.

(h) The vehicular access road and parking provision proposed should be appropriate
to the scale of the development and comply with relevant standards. Access and
parking should not adversely affect existing trees or other natural landscape
features. Tree preservation and landscaping proposals should be provided.

(i) The proposed development should not overstrain the capacity of existing and
planned infrastructure such as sewerage, roads and water supply. It should not
adversely affect drainage or aggravate flooding in the area.

(j) The proposed development must comply with the development controls and
restrictions of areas designated as water gathering grounds.

(k) The proposed development should not overstrain the overall provision of G/IC
facilities in the general area.

(l) The proposed development should not be susceptible to adverse environmental
effects from pollution sources nearby such as traffic noise, unless adequate
mitigating measures are provided, and it should not itself be the source of
pollution.

(m) Any proposed development on a slope or hillside should not adversely affect
slope stability.
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Relevant extract of the Town Planning Board Guidelines for
Application for Developments within Deep Bay Area

(TPB PG-No. 12C)

On 16.5.2014, the Town Planning Board Guidelines for Application for Developments within Deep
Bay Area under Section 16 of the Town Planning Ordinance (TPB PG-No. 12C) were promulgated
by the Town Planning Board, which set out the following criteria for the Wetland Buffer Area (WBA):

(a) The intention of the WBA is to protect the ecological integrity of the fish ponds and wetland
within the WCA and prevent development that would have a negative off-site disturbance
impact on the ecological value of fish ponds. A buffer area of about 500m along the landward
boundary of the WCA is thus designated as a WBA. As a substantial amount of the fish
ponds within the WBA have already been lost over time through filling and certain areas
have been degraded by the presence of open storage use, these degraded areas may be
considered as target areas to allow an appropriate level of residential/recreational
development so as to provide an incentive to remove the open storage use and/or to restore
some of the fish ponds lost.

(b) Within the WBA, for development or redevelopment which requires planning permission
from the Board, an ecological impact assessment would also need to be submitted.
Development/redevelopment which may have negative impacts on the ecological value of
the WCA would not be supported by the Board, unless the ecological impact assessment can
demonstrate that the negative impacts could be mitigated through positive measures. The
assessment study should also demonstrate that the development will not cause net increase
in pollution load to Deep Bay. Some local and minor uses are however exempted from the
requirement of ecological impact assessment. They are listed in Appendix A and include
New Territories Exempted Houses.
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Advisory Clauses

(a) prior planning permission should have been obtained before commencing the applied use
at the application site (the Site);

(b) to resolve any land issues relating to the development with the concerned owner(s) of the
Site;

(c) to note the comments of the District Lands Officer/Yuen Long, Lands Department
(DLO/YL, LandsD) that:

(i) the Site comprises Old Schedule Agricultural Lots (OSALs) and GL.  The OSALs
are held under the Block Government Lease which contains the restriction that no
structures are allowed to be erected without the prior approval of the Government;

(ii) no permission is given for occupation of the GL included in the Site (about 330m2

subject to verification).  The act of occupation of GL without Government’s prior
approval is not allowed;

(iii) it is noted from applicant’s submission that the Site is currently occupied by the
applicant.  With reference to aerial photo in 2017 (Plan A-3c), such illegal
occupation was commenced after 28.3.2017.  According to our prevailing policy,
application for regularization by way of Short Term Tenancy (STT) on the
concerned GL will not be entertained, even if the planning application is approved
by the Board.  Besides, it is noted that there will be ingress/egress on part of the
GL in the Site (about 53m2) connecting Deep Bay Road, local track and the Site.
There is no guarantee that a right-of-way over GL will be granted.  In addition,
according to the established practice, application of STT for the purpose of
ingress/egress on GL will not be entertained, even if the planning application is
approved by the Board; and

(iv) should planning approval be given to the subject planning application, the lot
owner(s) of the lots will need to immediately apply to his office for permitting the
structures to be erected or to regularise any irregularities on site, if any.  The
applicant has to either exclude the GL from the Site or immediately apply for a
formal approval prior to the actual occupation of the GL.  Besides, given the
proposed use is temporary in nature, only application for regularisation or erection
of temporary structure(s) will be considered.  Application(s) for any of the above
will be considered by LandsD acting in the capacity of the landlord or lessor at its
sole discretion and there is no guarantee that such application(s) will be approved.
If such application(s) is approved, it will be subject to such terms and conditions,
including among others the payment of rent or fee, as may be imposed by LandsD;

(d) to note the comments of the Commissioner for Transport (C for T) that sufficient
manoeuvring space shall be provided within the Site.  No vehicles are allowed to queue
back to public roads or reverse onto/ from public roads. The local track leading to the
Site is not under Transport Department’s purview.  The applicant shall obtain consent of
the owners/managing departments of the local track for using it as the vehicular access to
the Site;

(e) to note the comments of the Chief Highway Engineer/New Territories West, Highways
Department (CHE/NTW, HyD) that adequate drainage measures shall be provided to
prevent surface water running from the Site to the nearby public roads and drains. The
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access road connecting the Site with Deep Bay Road is not and will not be maintained by
HyD. His office should not be responsible for maintaining any access connecting the
Site and Deep Bay Road;

(f) to note the comments of the Director of Environmental Protection (DEP) to follow the
relevant mitigation measures and requirements in the revised “Code of Practice on
Handling the Environmental Aspects of Temporary Uses and Open Storage Sites” to
minimize any potential environmental nuisance;

(g) to note the comments of the Chief Engineer/Mainland North, Drainage Services
Department (CE/MN, DSD) on the submitted drainage proposal that invert levels of the
proposed catchpits should be shown on the drainage plan for DSD’s consideration; the
gradient of the discharge path to the discharge point is flatter than the proposed gradient.
The applicant is required to demonstrate the capacity of the proposed 300UC with
gradient of 1:35 have sufficient capacity to carry the surface runoff to the discharge water
body.  Furthermore, the applicant is required to demonstrate the water body to be
discharged to have sufficient capacity to cater for the additional flow generated from the
proposed development.  In the case that it is a local village drains, District Officer/Yuen
Long should be consulted; cross sections showing the existing and proposed ground
levels of the Site with respect to the adjacent areas should be given; standard details
should be provided to indicate the sectional details of the proposed U-channel and the
catchpit; sand trap or provision alike should be provided before the collected runoff is
discharged to the public drainage facilities; where walls or hoarding erected are laid
along the site boundary, adequate opening should be provided to intercept the existing
overland flow passing through the Site; the Environmental Protection Department should
be consulted regarding the drainage and sewerage aspects of the proposed development;
the development should neither obstruct overland flow nor adversely affect the natural
streams, village drains, ditches and the adjacent areas, etc.; and the applicant should
consult DLO/YL of LandsD and seek consent from the relevant owners for any drainage
works to be carried out outside his lot boundary before commencement of the drainage
works;

(h) to note the comments of the Director of Fire Services (D of FS) that recent inspection by
his department revealed that the distance of the Site from the nearest available street fire
hydrant is more than 500m. In consideration of the design/nature of the proposal, water
supply for firefighting and fire service installations (FSIs) are anticipated to be required.
Therefore, the applicant shall submit relevant layout plans incorporated with the
proposed water supply for firefighting and FSIs to his department for approval. The
layout plans should be drawn to scale and depicted with dimensions and nature of
occupancy.  The location of where the proposed water supply for firefighting and FSIs
to be installed should be clearly marked on the layout plans.  The applicant is reminded
that if the proposed structure(s) is required to comply with the Buildings Ordinance (Cap.
123), detailed fire service requirements will be formulated upon receipt of formal
submission of general building plans; and

(i) to note the comments of the Chief Building Surveyor/New Territories West, Buildings
Department (CBS/NTW, BD) that if the existing structures (not being a New Territories
Exempted House) are erected on leased land without approval of the Building Authority
(BA), they are unauthorised building works (UBW) under the Buildings Ordinance (BO)
and should not be designated for any proposed use under the application. For UBW
erected on leased land, enforcement action may be taken by the Buildings Department to
effect their removal in accordance with the prevailing enforcement policy against UBW
as and when necessary.  The granting of any planning approval should not be construed
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as an acceptance of any existing building works or UBW on the Site under the BO.
Before any new building works (including containers/open sheds as temporary buildings,
demolition and land filling, etc.) are to be carried out on the Site, prior approval and
consent of the Building Authority should be obtained, otherwise they are UBW under the
BO.  An Authorised Person should be appointed as the co-ordinator for the proposed
building works in accordance with the BO.  The Site shall be provided with means of
obtaining access thereto from a street and emergency vehicular access in accordance with
Regulations 5 and 41D of the Building (Planning) Regulations (B(P)R) respectively.
The Site does not abut on a specified street of not less than 4.5m wide and its permitted
development intensity shall be determined under Regulation 19(3) of the B(P)R at the
building plan submission stage. Any temporary shelters or converted containers for office,
storage, washroom or other uses that are considered as temporary buildings are subject to
the control of Part VII of the B(P)R.  Detailed checking under the BO will be carried
out at building plan submission stage.
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